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Canada has stood by the Czech nation ever since Professor Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk launched his 
campaign for the creation of Czechoslovakia during World War I. It helped create the modern Czech 
statehood, save it during World War II as well as keep its democratic traditions alive after Czechoslovakia 
became a part of the Soviet communist empire for four long decades. 

Canada is home to the second largest Czech diaspora in the world. Czech Canadians have played a central 
role in the story of Czech-Canadian friendship for more than a century. 

Here are few of the most impressive tales of the Czech-Canadian friendship. Over almost half a century, 
the Nazi and communist regimes tried to erase them from our memory. They certainly do not deserve 
to be forgotten. They shall remain a strong foundation of our remarkably close transatlantic relations.

Chapter I:       
DAWN OF CZECH CANADA

The Canadian government 
bought a vast area west of 
the Ontario border from 
the Hudson’s Bay Company 
in 1861. Its colonization 
became a top priority. 
The key to success was the 

construction of the transcontinental railroad. The Canadian Pacific Railway was completed 
in 1885, but even that did not bring a significant wave of settlers into the country. It was 
only Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier, who, after taking over the government in 1896, marked 
a significant success by placing a great emphasis on promoting opportunities that Canada 
had to offer. The campaign with the main motto “The Last Best West” focused on Europe as 
well as the US Midwest. Western Canada was also labeled The New Eldorado.

Come to the
LAST BEST WEST!



Large families in the Czech countryside were not able to offer good economic prospects to all children. There was 
not enough land. Moreover, since 1620, religious and political freedoms in the Czech Kingdom were suppressed by 
the Austrian Emperor. The promise of land and freedom was a powerful incentive for many Czech families to take a 
chance at a better life in the New World. 

After the suppression of the 1848 revolutionary movement in the Habsburg Empire, Czechs began to leave for the 
United States, particularly for the Midwest. Over the next fifty years, Michigan, Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Oklahoma and Wisconsin developed strong Czech communities. 
These were also the states, on which the Canadian government focused its campaign. At the turn of the 20th 
century, the land became scarce in the United States and Canada offered to children and grandchildren of the first generation 
immigrants a tempting opportunity. Following the example of their fathers and grandfathers, they set out as pioneers to “The 
Last Best West”, the truly last unsettled areas in North America. 

At the same time, Czechs seeking the advertised opportunities began to arrive to Canada from Europe as well. The immigration 
reform in the United States significantly lowered the quota for Czech immigrants and speeded up the change; it was no longer 
the US, but Canada, which attracted most Czech immigrants. 

The Czech settlements in North-America over time usually developed into mixed communities, included both Czechs from 
Europe as well as North-America. Czechs from Europe quite often searched for their wives in the Czech communities in the 
United States, particularly in Nebraska and Texas. Czech Americans probably contributed to the establishment of strong links 
between Czechs in Canada and in the United States. Czech Canadians were reading Czech–American books and newspapers, 
and their organizations often integrated into compatriot associations in the United States.

The town of Kolín in Eastern Bohemia is best known as the Czech polka 
capital, the hometown of a famous Czech songwriter František Kmoch. 
Kolín, Saskatchewan is considered to be the first Czech settlement in 

Canada. It was founded as an agricultural homestead in 1886 by the Pangrác, Junek, Doležal and Skokan families, who 
came from the Czech homeland. In 1902, the first school was founded here, which also served as a place for worship. 
The post office soon followed. More Czechs began to arrive not only to Kolín, but also to neighboring settlements of 
Esterhazy, Kaposvar and Gerald. The creation of the first two was a result of efforts of a somewhat mysterious figure, 
Paul Esterhazy.

TAKING A CHANCE IN THE NEW WORLD

KOLÍN

A local Czech band at the celebration in Esterhazy in 1904
Courtesy of the Esterhazy Museum

Original members of the Czech Alliance in Esterhazy in front of the Bohemian Hall, May 1912Václav Lomenda family

These advertising cards “200 million acres of arable land 
in Western Canada for each settler” were sent out by the 
North Atlantic Trading Company by mail across Czech 
lands between 1900 and 1905.

The back of the Immigration Identification Card with the 
instruction in Bohemian (Czech) language second from the top.



Apart from Czechs arriving from the homeland and the United States, a significant group of Czech immigrants 
to Canada were arriving from Volhynia and other parts of present-day Ukraine, then Russia. A larger Czech 
emigration wave began to arrive there in the second half of the 19th century upon invitation of the Russian 
elite. They were asked to help introduce modern methods into agriculture. Step by step, however, promised 
freedoms and autonomy were being taken away from them. After spending a few decades in Russia, a significant 
number of Volhynia Czechs gradually decided to answer the call of Canada. The Bolshevik revolution in 1917 
was a particularly strong impulse to leave Russia for those who were still there. It became clear that they were 
going to lose everything. 

The first Czechs from Volhynia arrived in Canada probably in the spring of 1898. It is remarkable that they 
founded their first settlement, Gerald, in the close vicinity of Kolín and Esterhazy. The timing of their arrival 
was favorable. 1898 was the last year of a long period of drought. Even so, their beginnings were difficult. 

The Volhynia Czechs significantly contributed to the creation of an impressive Czech presence in Assiniboia, 
today’s southern Saskatchewan. Apart from Gerald, Hanley, Broderick, Milden, Strongfield, Kenaston, Outlook, 
Glenside, Hawarden, Davidson and Sovereign were also co-founded by them in the region. More Volhynia Czechs 
settled in Manitoba and Alberta. 

It should be noted that a significant group of Volhynia Czechs left Bohemia and Moravia much earlier, in the early 1700s. These were Protestants who had faced persecution 
after the defeat of the Czech Protestant leadership by the Habsburg Catholic emperor in 1620. Even after two centuries spent in exile in Volhynia, and in Germany and 
Poland before that, these communities, when finally arriving to Canada, still had a strong Czech identity. This is the story of the Czech settlement in Minitonas, Manitoba. 

VOLHYNIA CZECHS

St. Venceslas Church in Gerald, Saskatchewan

Czech community in Outlook, Saskatchewan

Czech Presbyterian church in Broderick founded in 1913, 
later named after religious reformist Jan Hus (John Huss).

Dedication of the first Czech church in Minitonas, 
Manitoba

Frank Rosa Jr. family sod house in Glenside in 1908 Canadian winter in Outlook

Gerald Czechoslovak Pioneers came to Canada in the spring of 1898. Our pioneer men worked out at time for a very low price, usually being paid for their services 
in kind, such as a couple of hens or a bag of potatoes. In 1900, our pioneers took homesteads. Older settlers at Esterhazy laughed at them and said that they would 
never grow a crop on their low lands that their wheat would never ripen but would freeze. Men made mound homes, dug out in any rise of land, and made a roof of 
poplar logs which was laid over with fresh ploughed prairie sod. The women would say that it rained for two days inside of the mound houses after each rain had 
passed. Fleas were very plentiful.

Ann Martinovský, Gerald, Saskatchewan



Prague is the capital of the Czech Republic, 
however, there is a Prague in Canada too! The 
settlement was established in 1904 in the middle 
of the Alberta prairies. To little surprise, it was 
founded by Czechs from Prague. However, they 
were not from Prague in Bohemia; the Růžička, 
Pail, Merta, and Klabzuba families came from 
Prague in Oklahoma, in the United States! The 
town grew as more Czechs arrived from the U.S. 
as well as Europe. Soon they built a first church 
dedicated to the Czech Saint John Nepomucene 
and received a post office.

Many Czechs who came to Canada at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries first went 
to work in the mines. A number of them had previous mining experience in their homeland or the 
United States, especially Pennsylvania. After the costly trip to Western Canada, most immigrants needed 
to earn money before they could start farming. Czech communities developed in a number of mining 
towns in Canada. 

Probably the first of these mining communities gathered in Lethbridge, Alberta. A group of Czechs and Slovaks 
from Shelby, Montana arrived to the local mines in donkey-drawn wagons in 1885. This was only the first step in 
establishing a substantial Czech presence in southern Alberta. Among the towns in the area with Czech populations, 
Taber draws a special attention. Tábor is a beautiful town in the Czech Republic with a remarkable history. It was 
founded in 1420 and became the center of the Hussite revolutionary movement, which demanded reformation of 
the Catholic Church. The Czech Hussites defended themselves against much larger forces for 15 years and wrote an 
impressive story of bravery. Czechs in North America often used Tábor as a name for national associations, streets, 
hills and even towns. A well-known town of Tábor was founded by Czech immigrants in South Dakota and is home 
to a large annual Czech Days Festival. The original spelling of Taber, Alberta, was Tabor as well. The CPR changed 
the spelling in 1907 so that it corresponded to the English pronunciation of the name.

PRAGUE

FIRST INTO THE MINES

Prague / Praha, Alberta

Prague / Praha, Oklahoma

Tábor / Taber around 1907

Look at that valley. The railway company brought us with my parents on ox-drawn wagons to that creek. They 
pitched a tent for us and left. Everything around us was ours, but for the first few years it meant very little. The 
land resisted. I remember my father going straight to bed without saying a word after the whole day’s hard work 
and my mother leaving the home to the bushes by the house to cry in her apron. We boys did not like when she 
was doing that, but we wanted to cry too. No village like in the old country, no friends on the prairie. The first 
winter, we thought we would freeze here. Well, it was our first house and we did not know how to build it. The 
wind was blowing into it, snow was falling into it, and we took turns at night by the stove to keep the fire burning. 
The second year was better. We built another house, another family joined us and the life got happier. Later we 
left, I do not even know why. It was a long time ago. You see, no one would say today that we fought such a hard 
fight for so long with the soil in this valley. The nature took it back. Our mother died here. She is resting here 
with our father, whom we brought to her from our new place.

Memories of a Czech Canadian from the prairies

THE LIFE WAS HARD, SIR…

TÁBOR & SOUTHERN ALBERTA



At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, a significant mining area was established in vicinity of the 
Crowsnest Pass in the Rocky Mountains. Czech communities soon began to grow in the small towns of Frank, 
Coleman, Blairmore, Bellevue, Hillcrest, Michel and Fernie. Mining provided solid pay, however, at the same 
time it was a very dangerous profession. The largest mining disaster in the Canadian history happened in 
Hillcrest on June 19, 1914. Four Czechs tragically died that day.

Czech primary class in Frank, 1911

South Frank, Alberta was called the “Bohemian Town” due its 
predominantly Czech population. A church that served also as a 
community hall and school was its social center.

Funeral of František Malec who lost his life in a coal mine in 
Frank, Alberta

THE BEGINNINGS OF JOSEF GASCHNITZ,
The Largest Czech Farmer in Canada of the 1940s
The voyage to Canada took us a total of eleven days and was very stormy. One night the waves 
rolled over the steamer, shattering the cabin door. My brother was sick, he didn’t get out of 
bed, so I went to him and told him that we would probably sink. He replied that he didn’t care, 
because he would die anyway. But everything turned out well and we were in Newfoundland 
in a short time. My first job was in a coal mine and I didn’t like the people there. The best 
of them spent at least two years in prison. I think you have to be very lucky and also have 
a little courage to get somewhere. If I did not have both, maybe I would still be there to this 
day. In the meantime, my wife and children came to join me. We got to another place in Nova 
Scotia called Joggins Mines. It was a small settlement with one mine at the time. Over time, 
the waves brought good building timber ashore, and that gave us the idea of building our own 
home. Moving into your own place is a special feeling. I can assure you that even a poor person 
experiences happy moments that he would not trade even with a rich man. We did everything 
over the summer after the shifts. In a short time, some compatriots followed our example and 

soon a small Czech settlement came into being, which we named Josefov. We turned a piece of 
swampy forest into a field, so I was a half farmer while not having missed a shift. At that time, my mother, three brothers and one sister followed me to Canada. 
I took care of everything for them and it was time for me to go looking for something new again. It was in 1913 when I arrived in the west and stopped in 
Calgary. The nearest mines were in Canmore. I stayed there for eighteen days and earned $48. I left my family there and went looking for a better place. I 
arrived at a mine named after the town of Hillcrest. I went to see if I could find any compatriots there. I left and in a short time they had an explosion at the 
mine, in which about 70 miners lost their lives. I drove from Hillcrest to Drumheller. I really liked the mine. The owner was a good person and consulted with 
me everything he did. I liked how he respected me. I was doing everything and was everywhere. When the mine expanded, I trained the new workers and I 
could even hire people. By that time, I had a few bucks saved and it came back to me that once I wanted to be a farmer…

Josef Gaschnitz

At the beginning of the 20th century, the presence of Czechs in Canadian large and medium-sized cities was modest. Montreal and Toronto were rather gateways 
for immigrants from Europe. Czechs were mostly only passing through them on their way to the west and did not form larger permanent colonies. Czech mechanics 
worked at Ford’s factories in Windsor, Ontario. The Czechs in Kingston, Ontario were made famous by Otto Haz. The founder of Canada Vinegars Ltd. supplied 
products throughout Canada. The largest urban colony of Czechs before the First World War was formed in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

A breakthrough in the life of the community was the establishment of the Czecho-Slavic Benevolent Association (Česko-slovanská podporující jednota - ČSPJ) on 
April 27, 1913. The organization’s mission was to assist members in difficult situations, including illness and death, help newcomers starting in a new country, 
support companies and shops owned by compatriots, organize educational and cultural events, create a library and preserve the mother tongue. Only two Czech 
organizations of this kind were established in Canada before the one in Winnipeg. Those were created a year earlier, in 1912 in Kolín and Esterhazy.

CZECH WINNIPEG

CROWSNEST PASS



The Czech fraternal organizations in Canada were building on a long tradition in the United States. The first Czech-
American association of this kind was established as early as in 1854 in St. Louis as the Czecho-Slavic Protective 
Society (Česko-slovanský podporující spolek). By the end of the 19th century, the organization grew to more than 
200 branches spread across the United States. At the time, all Czech-American Fraternal organizations had more 
than 100,000 members combined. 

The founding ČSPJ members in Winnipeg elected František Dojáček as the 
first president of the organization. Mr. Dojáček was an extremely successful 
publisher, businessman, preacher, philanthropist and Czech patriot. He arrived 
in Canada in 1903 and began selling books door to door. Within two years, he 
opened his first bookselling shop and gradually expanded into publishing. He 
focused not only on the Czech clientele, but also on Ukrainians as his main 
customers, as well as Germans, Poles, Slovaks, Croatians, and other nationalities. 
His business, later known as National Publishers 
Limited, became a leader in ethnic publications 
in Canada. His shops were located in Winnipeg, 
Edmonton, Regina, and Vancouver. He was able 
to reach clients throughout Western Canada by 
way of mail-order catalogues printed in various 
language editions. The range of products grew 
well beyond books, newspapers, calendars and 
images. It included also musical instruments and 
various items for the home.

Founding Members of the ČSPJ Hall

Fratišek Dojáček’s Store on the 
Main Street in Winnipeg

The Sokol (in English Falcon) organization was founded in Prague in 1862 with the mission to promote both 
physical and intellectual fitness of its members and to grow the spirit of the modern Czech nation. It quickly 
spread to Czech communities around the world, including North America. The first Sokol unit in the United 
States was founded only three years after the organization came into being, in 1865 in St. Louis, Missouri.

The first Sokol units in Canada were formed in 1911 in the mining towns of Michel (Sokol Krušnohorský)  and 
Frank (Sokol pod Skalními vrchy) on the border between Alberta and British Columbia. After the tragedy called 
the Frank Slide that hit the town in 1903, it became difficult for the owners of the mines to recruit workers. 
They, therefore, turned their attention to Europe. A group from northern Bohemia arrived in the area and 
joined the existing Czech community. Some of the newcomers were members of Sokol and even brought some 
of the gymnastic equipment. Thanks to them, the units were created.

One more Sokol unit was created at about the same time in Goldburg in the Saskatchewan prairies. Strong 
Czech population, particularly from Southern Bohemia and also the US, emerged around Rosetown and Biggar. 
Apart from Goldberg, Czechs lived in Marriot, Valley Centre, Marley, Sovereign, Milden, Dodsland, Linden, and 
Ruthvilde. Czech settlements in Marriott and Valley Centre were in immediate vicinity of Goldburg.

SOKOL: “Sound Body, Sound Mind!”

Sokol Goldburg members Czech community Hall in the Rosetown area First Czech Hall Band

František Dojáček, the largest ethnic
bookseller in Western Canada

Dojáček Means Business & National Pride



Chapter II:         THE FIGHT
FOR INDEPENDENCE IS ON!

On July 28, 
1914, the Austro-
Hungarian Empire 
declared war on 

Serbia. The idea to fight the “Slav brothers” created much distress among Czechs back home as well 
as in the United States and Canada. Since 1620, when the Czech Kingdom lost the Battle of White 
Mountain against the forces of the Austrian Emperor, many generations of Czechs, both at home as 
well as abroad, dreamt of the re-creation of an independent Czech statehood. The unjust war, in which 
many Czechs were to lose their lives, was a powerful impulse for making the dream come true. 

“Humanity is our ultimate 
objective, national and 
historic, humanity is the 
Czech program.”

“Our Czech soldiers, leaving 
Prague, showed their anti-Austrian stance. They were punished for what I, as an MP, was preaching. Could 
I have done less than the simple soldier-citizen, whom I had encouraged in anti-Austrian views?!”                       
                                  Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk

    Professor Tomáš 
Garrigue Masaryk, a 
champion of humanism 
and democracy, foe of 
anti-Semitism and a 
defender of women’s 
rights, launched the campaign for Czech independence. The declaration of war 
convinced him that there was no future for the Czech nation within the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. For him, the emerging world conflict was a struggle between 
autocracies and democracies. He saw the victory of democracies to be critical for the 
peaceful future of the world. For many years, he highlighted in his work the deep 
Czech humanist tradition represented by thinkers like Jan Hus (John Huss), Petr 
Chelčický, Jan Amos Komenský (Comenius), František Palacký, and Karel Havlíček 
Borovský. He considered humanism to be the defining thread running through the 
Czech history. In the Great War, the Czech nation had a clear place in the democratic 
camp of the Entente. In the new context, the “Czech matter,” the right of the Czech 
people to be free and decide their faith as an independent, democratic nation, was 
not a national, but international matter. It was a matter of humanity, matter of 
conscience.  

Professor Masaryk left for exile. Together with two key aides, Czech Edvard Beneš 
and Slovak Milan Rastislav Štefánik, he began seeking support for the creation of 
a new Czech and Slovak state. Fortunately, he could turn to his friends in North 
America whom he got to know during his visits in the United States in 1902 and 
1907. Both times he spent a substantial time in Chicago, the “Capital of Czech 
America.” While touring major centers of Czech immigrants in the neighboring 
states, he realized the significance of Czech communities in North America. He 
called on these more than 700,000 compatriots in the United States and Canada 
for help.

The Great War Begins

IT’S TIME TO ACT!
Says Professor Masaryk

Poster by Vojtěch Preissig, 1916

TOMÁŠ GARRIGUE MASARYK

MILAN RASTISLAV  ŠTEFÁNIK
EDVARD BENEŠ



BNA Executive Committee during World War I 
Sitting from the left: V. Šatný, J. Wagner, J.  Hájek, J. Dojáček
Standing: F. Kozel, W. Ruda, V. Trojan, V. Bláha, A. Salák

BNA branch in New Waterford, Nova Scotia

Dr. Jaroslav Smetánka with Czech miners in Frank, Alberta (stan-
ding third from the left)

František Dojáček at a meeting with the BNA leaders in Chicago 
(second from the left)

First Czechs released from Internment Camps in Canada Parade for Czechoslovak independence in Frank Vojta Beneš during World War I  / “For the Homeland” revenue stamp

Collections, bazaars and other events organized by 
Czechs in the United States and Canada brought in the 
impressive 1.5 million dollars (equivalent of more than 
400 million dollars in 2022) by the end of 1918.

$1.5 Million 
for Masaryk!

Chicago was the natural center of Czechs in North America. The Bohemian National Alliance (BNA), the 
revolutionary body of the Czech-American National Council, was founded here on August 25, 1914. The 
message that TGM took the lead in the struggle for Czech independence was received with enthusiasm 
both in the United States as well as in Canada. Edvard Beneš’ brother Vojta was sent from Prague to 
North America to join the local leaders in the mobilization of support. 

Czechs in Canada established 18 branches of the BNA across the country and together formed one of its 
fourteen districts. The branches in Frank and Michel had the strongest membership. The headquarters of 
the Canadian District Committee was located in Winnipeg. An important leadership role was performed 
by František Dojáček. Dr. Jaroslav Smetánka served as the representative of Czech Canada at the BNA’s 
headquarters in Chicago. Czech Canadians raised funds and sought support of the Canadian government, 
media and public for the Czech cause. One of the strong allies in the Czech effort was a member and 
former Speaker of the Senate of Canada, Raoul Dandurand. He was a friend of T.G.M.’s colleague, Czech 
politician Karel Kramář. Senator Dandurand supported the Czech independence in public addresses and 
helped secure the recognition of Czechs as an allied nation of the Entente Powers.

CZECH CANADA RESPONDS 
WITH ENTHUSIASM

Certificate for the donors of the National Tax collected by Czechs in the 
US and Canada in 1918

“Farmer brought a horse to our auction and when too little 
was offered, he bought the horse himself and donated it 
again for the revolutionary cause. Another time, a poorly 
dressed man came to the office with his wife and daughter. I 
suspected him to beg for help, however, he gave us his savings 
book with USD 270 claiming it would find a much better 
use here. This was everything he had. There are hundreds 
of such examples. These are the most beautiful chapters in 
the story of our struggle. Even our most remote colonies in 
Canada did all what was in their power. Many communities 
there still needed help themselves. Even these extended their 
helping hand.”       
             Vojta Beneš



If we have an army, the Allies will have to take us seriously. This 
became a key consideration for Masaryk’s campaign.

More than 30,000 Czechs from the United States and Canada left 
their families to fight for Czechoslovak independence on the fronts of 
World War I in Europe wearing the uniforms of the US, Canadian and 
Czechoslovak armies.

Among the Czech military initiative in Canada, the Bohemian 
Detachment of the 223rd Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force attracted the most attention. The Czech communities of Frank 
and Michel contributed the highest number of volunteers. The 
Battalion departed to fight under the Czech flag in France on April 
22, 1917. 

With the United States neutral during the first years of the conflict, 
many Czech Americans joined the Canadian army as well. Some were 
also part of the 223rd Battalion.

In May 1917, TGM left London for Russia to establish Czechoslovak legions 
there. Czech soldiers in the Austro-Hungarian army were encouraged to 
desert. Tens of thousands of them now waited in Russian prison camps for the 
opportunity to fight alongside the allies. TGM managed to secure the approval 
for forming the Czechoslovak units. Approximately 70,000 Czech and Slovak 
soldiers soon gained control of Siberia and became a world-wide sensation. 
Called “The New Masters of Siberia” by the US press, they became a strong 
argument for the Czechoslovak cause. The Czechs and Slovaks of North America 

p r o v i d e d 
critical help 
to sustain 
the troops 
both on 
the French 
front and in 
Siberia. A 
half million dollars from the North-American 
collections went to the legions. Moreover, 
2309 large boxes with material aid were sent 
to the soldiers, worth more than 300 thousand 
dollars. These were tirelessly packed by Czech 
and Slovak women of North America.

TO ARMS!

The Czechs Control Half of RUSSIA

Czechs Americans in the Canadian Army
before departure for Europe

BNA poster designed by Vojtěch Preissig

Farewell letter from a Czech-American volunteer from Chicago 
in the Canadian army. “Cordial greetings from Canada. 
Within the hour, we will be on our way to England. I will see 
you in the free Czech homeland. To our success! A. Linhart

Bohemian Detachment, 223rd Battalion, C. E. F.

Armored train of the Czechoslovak Legions patrolling
the Trans-Siberian Railway in Russia



Core of the Czechoslovak army during World War I, both on the Western as well as Eastern Front, was formed by members of Sokol. The same goes for the volunteers in 
Canada. Sokol units of Frank and Michel supported the war effort the most. The Czechoslovak army showed strong traces of the Sokol culture. As members of Sokol, Czech 
soldiers addressed themselves as brothers and used the greeting “Nazdar!” Some uniforms even resembled Sokol uniforms.

In spite of the successes in Europe and Russia, the key step towards Czech and Slovak independence 
still lied ahead for T.G.M. He needed the recognition of Czechoslovakia by the United States. He 
traveled to North America from Russia via Japan. On April 29, 1918, Empress of Asia ship brought 
him to Vancouver, from where he continued to the East on a train over the Rocky Mountains. On 
May 5, he arrived in Chicago. As reported by Chicago Tribune, 200,000 people came to greet the 
Czechoslovak leader. Many of them were Czechs not only from Chicago, but also other parts of 
the United States and Canada. T.G.M. needed to be noticed by the American media and policy-
makers. Czechs of North-America helped him to do just that. May 5, 1918 entered the history as 
the “Greatest Day in the History of Czech America”. 

Several influential Czech Americans and other friends, particularly a Chicago philanthropist 
Charles Crane, helped set up meetings for T.G.M. with President Woodrow Wilson and other 
members of the US administration. During those meetings TGM ultimately succeeded in gaining 
the US support for the creation of an independent Czechoslovakia.

In 1914, Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk left his homeland as a university professor with an objective to renew the Czech statehood after three hundred years. He had neither 
funds, nor an institutional network to rely on. There was little reason to believe in his success. Even to him, the creation of Czechoslovakia must have seemed like a very 
distant dream. He also had little prospects to ever return home. He was considered as a traitor and if captured, would have been executed by the Austrian authorities. 
When departing from the United States only four years later on November 20, 1918, he was returning as the elected first President of Czechoslovakia. 

“The boat trip home was my first time off in four years; I walked on the deck, watched the sea and thought about how it all happened and felt happy. Dear God, we did 
succeed after all!” 

TGM was able to continue to rely on friends who stood by him during the war. They joined him in the effort to put the new country on its feet after the war holding 
key political positions. Karel Kramář became the first Czechoslovak Prime Minister, Edvard Beneš first Minister of Foreign Affairs, Milan Rastislav Štefánik the first 
Minister of Defense, Vojta Beneš soon Member of the Parliament and later Senator and Jaroslav Smetánka the first Czechoslovak Consul in Chicago.

SOKOLS with Guns

Final Step in North America

Czech-American Sokols in Chicago before departure to join the Canadian ArmyThe influence of Sokol culture is apparent in the 
photo from the training camp of Czechoslovak 
army in Stamford, Connecticut

BNA’s recruitment poster designed by Vojtěch Preissing 
calls upon Czech Sokols to join the Czechoslovak Army

The Grand Welcome of Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk,
Chicago, May 5, 1918; Charles Crane, Godfather of Czechoslovakia (on the right)

OCTOBER 28, 1918 / THE DISTANT DREAM CAME TRUE!



The creation of Czechoslovakia was celebrated by Czech communities throughout Canada. After providing most of the financing for the campaign for independence, 
they continued to assist with financial and material aid. When Czechoslovak legionnaires were passing home from Russia through Canada, Czech Canadians greeted 
them enthusiastically on the way.

CZECH CANADA CELEBRATES
SALUTES THEIR HEROES & CONTINUES TO HELP

Czech & Slovak victory parade in Crowsnest Pass

Czechoslovak legionnaires marching through downtown Winnipeg

Prague distribution center of material aid from the US and Canada 
after the creation of Czechoslovakia

“Love Boxes”

Lieutenant Colonel Boris Vuchtrl presents the regiment flag 
to the 1st cavalry regiment of Jan Jiskra from Brandýs in Valcartier, Quebec

Czechoslovak legionnaires in Valcartier, Quebec

Czechoslovak legionnaires in Valcartier, Quebec



Chapter III:
TOGETHER TO VICTORY AGAIN

Over two decades, the Czechoslovak Republic achieved a remarkable 
success. Under the leadership of President Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, 
it became the strongest democracy in Central Europe and one of the 
ten most economically developed countries in the world. President-
Liberator passed away on September 14, 1937 at the age of 87 at a time 
when his country faced a growing threat of Nazi Germany. President 
Masaryk’s friend Edvard Beneš, who succeeded him in the presidential 
office, found himself in an increasingly difficult situation.

The Munich Agreement of September 29, 1938 began the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia. This agreement, 
signed by Adolf Hitler, Neville Chamberlain, Édouard Daladier, and Benito Mussolini, forced the country to cede 
a significant part of its territory to Nazi Germany along with its fortifications along the border. This was supposed 
to be Hitler’s last territorial demand in Europe. In protest, the country’s co-founder Edvard Beneš resigned as 
the Czechoslovak President and went into exile. He accepted an offer to serve as a professor at the University of 
Chicago. The Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King was agitated by the behavior of the Czechoslovak allies, 
Britain and France. He did not believe the sacrifice demanded of the Central European nation would bring peace.

On March 16, 1939, Nazi Germany 
invaded the rest of the territory of 
the Czech lands and Czechoslovakia 
ceased to exist. Edvard Beneš 
responded immediately. He declared 
to act again as the Czechoslovak 
President. “Until my last breath, 
I shall continue to the fight for the 
freedom of my people. I am sure 
that my nation will emerge from this 
struggle, as it has done many times 

before in its history, as brave and as proud as she has been throughout the past,” Beneš stated 
in a radio address to the world from Chicago. He founded the first provisional political center of 
the Czechoslovak resistance. He called on all Czechoslovak diplomatic missions not to surrender 
embassies and consulates to Germany, but to continue to serve as Czechoslovak missions under his 
leadership.

Flourishing Czechoslovakia
Faces a Growing Threat

THE MUNICH TRAGEDY 
FOR THE CZECH NATION
CANADIAN PM OPPOSES THE AGREEMENT

Czechoslovak Republic 
Lives!
This Is its New 
National Emblem! 
October 28, 1939, 
Poster by Vojtěch 
Preissig,
member of the 
Czechoslovak 
resistance, captured 
and executed during 
World War II

NAZI FLAG OVER PRAGUE.

BENEŠ INSISTS:
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
STILL LIVES!



Following the instructions of Edvard Beneš, the Czechoslovak Consul General 
in Montreal, František Pavlásek, resisted the German attempt to take control of 
his office. He succeeded with the support of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
Members of Sokol protected the Consulate as well.

Czech Canadians sacrificed a lot for their old country, yet only twenty years later 
all their work was lost. Seeing the nation’s dream crushed, they, however, did not 
hesitate to come to aid again. Moreover, the Czech-Canadian community marked 
a significant growth between the world wars, so its help could be even stronger 
this time. Already on April 9, 1939, a four-member Czech-Canadian delegation 
visited President Beneš in Chicago and pledged him full support. A congress held 
in Toronto on June 24 – 25, 1939 led to the creation of a Canada-wide platform 
for Czechs, Slovaks, and Ruthenians to join forces in the struggle for the liberation 
of Czechoslovakia. Soon the Czechoslovak National Alliance in Canada (CSNAC) 
had 86 branches all across the country. It became an important advocate for the 
Czechoslovak cause vis-à-vis the Canadian government, as well as the public. Its 
financial collections reached over $330,000 (equivalent to more than $30 million 
today). Czech Canadians again volunteered to fight for freedom in arms.

RCMP and Sokols Defended 
THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
MISSION

Wartime Logo of the Czechoslovak National Alliance of Canada

A delegation of Czech Canadians, G. K. Pokorný, K. Buzek, A. Springl 
and G. Přístupa, meets President Beneš in Chicago on April 9, 1939

ChathamKingstonPort Arthur

CSNAC Executive Committee Meeting in Toronto, February 1941

CZECH-CANADIANS 
COME TO AID!

CAMPAIGNING
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FOUNDING CSNAC BRANCHES



Galt

 Nordegg

Toronto

Fort William

 Niagara Falls

Sadbury

Fort Erie

 Volunteers departing to England

ORGANIZING FUNDRAISING EVENTS

JOINING THE ARMY



Minitonas

Toronto

 Fort William

Welland

Crowsnest Pass

Flin Flon

Toronto

Montreal

WELCOMING DELEGATIONS

JOINED EVEN BY SCHOOL CHILDREN



86 Branches
of the Czechoslovak National Alliance

in Canada in 1943
Ontario

Kirkland Lake, Sarnia, Niagara Falls, London, Port Colborne, Windsor, Chatham, Welland, Timmins, Oshawa,
West Toronto, Kenora, Alvinston, Toronto, Kitchener, New Toronto, Fort William, Hamilton, Toronto 2, St. Ann’s,

St. Catharines, Woodstock, Fort Erie, Bradlo, Sudbury, Batawa, Orono, Ruthven, Prescott, Port Arthur, Galt, Kingston,
Delhi, Ottawa

 Alberta
Calgary, Iron Springs, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Nampa, Frank, Evergreen, Blairmore, Tilley, Shaughnessy,

Coleman, Nacmine, Rosedale, Bellevue, Viking-Prague, Nordegg, Cranford, Canmore

 Québec
Duparquet, Témiscaming, Val-d’Or, Noranda, Arvida, Montreal

British Columbia
Vancouver, Michel, Nanaimo, Tupper Creek, Endebry, New Westminster, Ladysmith, Victoria

Saskatchewan
Valley Centre, Margo, Regina, St. Walburg, Loon River, Henribourg, Gerald, Glenside, Esterhazy, Saskatoon, Goodsoil,

North Battleford

Nova Scotia
Springhill, New Waterford

Manitoba
Dominion City, Minitonas, Winnipeg, Steinbach, Flin Flon, Morden



Later generations of the oldest Czech communities in Canada were also determined to save Czechoslovakia. Prague, Kolín (Esterhazy) and Tábor/Taber (Cranford) as well as 
communities once established by Czechs from Volhynia, such as Gerald, were no exception. 

Canadian Prague helped liberate our old homeland by establishing a branch already during the previous war, and has been helping to achieve the same objective again. The town hosted 
envoys of Czech recruiters during the first war. During this war, it welcomed one of our most distinguished leaders, Senator Vojta Beneš, members of the Czechoslovak military mission, 
National Alliance brothers Karel Buzek, Petr Klimek, Emil Kolafa, Stanislav Bartuška, etc. 
The Prague-Viking branch is just as faithful to our old homeland as the strongest branches. 
In spite of its isolation, remoteness and limited size, it has been doing everything it can to 
help our cause. The glory of the Canadian Prague may not touch the stars, as does the one-
hundred-towered Prague in our old country, but its glory is the glory of our pioneers, the old 
faithful Slavs.

Josef Hájek, CSNAC, 1943

We all make sure that our branch 
thrives. So far we have not only 
met our targets, but exceeded 
them many times over. The visits 
of distinguished speakers have 
brought great encouragement. A 
lot of enthusiasm was created by 
the lecture of Senator Vojta Beneš who was introduced by our Mayor H. H. Blyth. We also welcomed brothers Slavíček 
and Dojáček from Winnipeg at a very successful picnic. We are often visited by the Gerald branch. The brothers from the 
Minitonas branch came to support us with their choir and band. We had a beautiful evening with them in our spacious 
hall, which helped us raise a significant amount for charity. We pledge that we shall never stop in our national liberation 
efforts, that we will continue to work towards our ultimate victory.

Karel Kulovaný, vice-chair of Esterhazy CSNAC branch, 1943

Between the wars, the Czech community significantly grew in Southern Alberta. Czechs worked not only in local coal mines, but also in sugar factories, i.a. in Raymond. Soon they 
began marking impressive results also as farmers. They were proud of their successes, which included highest yields per acre in the area. For five years in a row, they were awarded 
the “Beet King” title. During World War II, CSNAC branches were founded in Cranford (Taber), Lethbridge, Iron Springs, Tilley and Shaughnessy. 

“Our educational association Moravan established its own library and helped shape the Czech Canada. After the occupation 
of the old homeland, Moravan was represented by two floats in the Stampede Parade in Lethbridge which were awarded the 
first prizes. The participants admired our banner “Czechoslovakia is dead, but the Nation still lives for Liberty and Democracy,” 
our national costumes as well as handmade roses. The local newspaper published a detailed article about Czechoslovakia. As a 
CSNAC branch, we have been organizing theater performances, collections, picnics, social events and harvest festivals in order to 
provide the strongest possible financial support. Many of our members joined the Czechoslovak and Canadian armies.”

Steve Kuryvial, Secretary of the Cranford (Taber) CSNAC branch, 1943

“All our Czechoslovak people are farmers, and good farmers too. Some half a dozen daughters have gone out as teachers or 
nurses. A number of boys have trained as mechanics. Since the war one has become an airplane engineer, six boys are with the 
Canadian Army overseas, and a number are in training here in Canada. I am proud to say that although our great-grandparents 
left Bohemia some hundred years ago, all our Czechoslovak descendants still speak Czech or Slovak. We are always proud to say 
that we come from the Czechoslovak race.”

Ann Martinovský, treasurer of the Gerald CSNAC branch, 1943

EVEN AFTER A CENTURY

Senator Vojta Beneš and Karel Buzek in front of the Prague School

Senator Vojta Beneš and members 
of the Czechoslovak military mission in Kolín / Esterhazy

Czechs in Cranford celebrate Harvest Festival „Dožínky“ 
during World War II as part of their fundraising effort

Vojta Beneš, Karel Buzek a Ján Ambruš 
with the Martinovský family in Gerald

Award-winning float of Taber/Cranford Czechs 
at the Stampede Parade in Lethbridge during World War II

Viktor Hornák, Frank Kubík, Jerry Trávníček a Jaroslav S. 
from Iron Springs of Southern Alberta were among the first men in Canada
who enlisted into the Czechoslovak army during World War II



THE GREATS LEAD THE WAY
Just as during World 
War I, František 
Dojáček led the 
liberation efforts in 

Winnipeg during World War II. He 
was elected the President of the 
CSNAC branch in the city. Under 
his leadership, the branch ranked 
third in fundraising in Canada. It 
organized an impressive number 
of social functions, manifestations, 
exhibitions, concerts, public 
lectures and other events and was 
very successful in gaining support 
of Manitoba political leadership 
as well as media. In 1941, the 
Czechoslovak Art and Folklore 
Exhibition was opened in the presence of Hon. Roland Fairbairn McWilliams, 
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba.

The globally operating Baťa Shoe Company was a symbol of the 
economic success of the First Czechoslovak Republic. In the 
summer of 1938, when war was on the horizon, Tomáš J. Baťa 
decided to move across the Atlantic to Canada. The son of the 
late founder of the company, Tomáš Baťa Sr., was to establish a 
new plant, as well as technological development center. In the 
case of war in Europe, they were to serve as an alternative to the 
company’s facilities in Zlín, Czechoslovakia. After the personal 
intervention of the Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King, 
Mr. Baťa secured approval to bring 100 skilled employees from 
Czechoslovakia to Canada and, with their help, soon succeeded 
in his mission. During the war, he served not only as the head 
of the company, but also as a member of the Canadian Reserve 
Army, an economic advisor to the Czechoslovak government 
in exile, and a special envoy of the British government to India.

The coal-mining town 
of Drumheller was 
one of the centers 
of the Czechoslovak 
resistance in Alberta 

during World War II. Two 
CSNAC branches were 
founded in the neighboring 
towns of Rosedale and 
Nacmine. An important 
leader of the local effort 
supporting the re-creation 
of Czechoslovakia was Josef 
Gaschnitz, the largest Czech 
farmer in Canada at the 
time. Three members of his 
family, Frederick, Kenneth 
and James Gaschnitz fought 
for freedom and democracy 
in the war.

The Greatest Bookseller 
František Dojáček

The Greatest Shoemaker
Tomáš J. Baťa

The Greatest Farmer
Josef Gaschnitz

Board of the Winnipeg CSNAC branch in 1942.
President František Dojáček sits third from the left.

Josef Gaschnitz and other CSNAC members in Drumheller 
during World War II

Captain Tomáš J. Baťa on a gun mount
made in the Batawa plant, 1943

Batawa pioneer families during World War II

Tomáš J. Baťa and his colleagues not only built a new company in Canada, but also founded 
a new town. Batawa served as an important center of the Czech war effort. The company began to 
produce not only military boots, but other war equipment as well. A number of men left to fight 
for Czechoslovak freedom in Europe, while others enlisted in the Canadian Reserve Army and 
continued to use their skills in war production. The Batawa Sokol unit, as well as a CSNAC branch, 
were established. In 1941, the Bata Company pledged to contribute $150 000 to the Victory Loan. 

By 1942, the company’s employees had raised another 
$14,200. On July 2, 1942, the town hosted the Day of the 
Allied Nations in the presence of Canadian Government 
Ministers Tom Crerar and Colin Gibson.

Bata + (Otta)wa = Batawa

Minister Tom Crerar promotes Tomáš J. Baťa to an officer rank
During the Day of the Allied Nations in Batawa.



Koerner brothers, Leon, Walter and Otto, came from a fourth-generation lumber company in Czechoslovakia. 
Leon, the dominant figure in the family firm, enjoyed a high reputation for his 
business skills across Europe. He was instrumental in the creation of the 
European Timber Exporters Convention. In the interwar period, the family 

employed as much as 15,000 people in their forests, mills, factories and offices throughout Czechoslovakia and Europe, and contributed 
significantly to the Czechoslovak economy. 

Being of Jewish ancestry, the brothers fled the country in 1938 and settled in Vancouver. Soon they founded the Alaska Pine Company, 
one of Canada’s most important lumber and pulp businesses. They saw an opportunity by taking Western Hemlock, a species previously 
regarded as inferior and almost unmarketable, and after a seasoning process, rebranding it as “Alaska Pine.” They successfully marketed it 
by exporting to the UK and Europe; during the war, they supplied 75% of the ammunition and ration boxes to the armed forces of the British 
Commonwealth. They also significantly supported the efforts to liberate Czechoslovakia.

The Canadian government granted full support to the Czechoslovak Army 
mission, which arrived in Canada on July 2, 1941 to recruit volunteers for the 
Czechoslovak army. It also provided training grounds to Czechoslovak pilots 
serving in the Royal Air Force. While stationed in Canada, the soldiers were 

cordially welcome by Czech communities, e.g. in Crowsnest Pass area at the border between Alberta and British 
Columbia, and Valley Centre, Saskatchewan, that lived close to the training grounds and organized dinners and social 
events for them. Czechoslovak fighters earned a high reputation for skills and bravery in the Battle of Britain. Josef 
František became the highest scoring non-British pilot.

The Canadian government never accepted the 
German occupation of the Czech lands. In fact, 
Canada was the first great power to recognize the 
Czechoslovak government in exile already on October 
12, 1940. The Governor General’s Order-in-Council 
of April 10, 1941 declared Czechoslovak citizens (pre-
Munich Agreement) as citizens of an allied country. 
The CSNAC was granted permission to establish the 
Czechoslovak War Charities Fund. Czech Canadians 
took great pride in the appointment of Karel Buzek, 
Secretary-General of the CSNAC, as the Executive 
Director of the Canadian Relief Fund.

On June 10, 1942, the Czech town of LIDICE 
was wiped off the map by the Nazis. 192 men and 
boys were shot, 60 women and 88 children were 
soon murdered in concentration camps. This mass 
murder and other horrific acts by the Nazis were a 
response to the successful assassination of Reinhard 
Heydrich. The head of the Nazi administration 
in the occupied Czech lands, the so called “Reich 
Protector of Bohemia and Moravia,” was killed by 
members of the Czechoslovak army in exile brought 
from the United Kingdom to Bohemia by a Halifax 
heavy bomber of the RAF piloted by Canadians 
Capt. Ronald C. Hockey and Dick Wilkin. The 
assassination of one of the most dangerous men of 
the Nazi Germany and an architect of Holocaust 
was one of the most important acts of antifascist 
resistance on the all European scale. 

The name Lidice was supposed to be forgotten. The free world made sure of the 
contrary. Cities and even children around the world were named Lidice. The 
tragedy was received with outrage and deep sympathy also in Canada, including 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie King. In October 1942, a township located in 
Northern Quebec, west of the Chute-des-Passes hydroelectric dam and about 150 
km north of Alma, was renamed as Lidice. “The name Lidice will come back to 
life in one of the places in our province which serves the most effectively Quebec’s 
war effort against Hitler.” Adélard Godbout, Premier of Quebec, 1942

Czech Pilots
Over Canada

Holocaust Architect Killed

Lidice Forever

CANADA STANDS BY THE CZECHS

Czechoslovak pilots in training in Canada 
among Czech Canadians in Blairmore, Alberta

 Halifax heavy bomber of the RAF that brought 
Jan Kubiš and Jozef Gabčík to Bohemia in 1942.

Graduation of Czechoslovak pilots after completing training in Canada

Spending Christmas time among Czech 
Canadians in Michel, British Columbia

Lidice tragedy in 1942

The Greatest Foresters
Koerner Brothers



At the beginning of June 1943, President Edvard 
Beneš came to Canada on an official visit. He 
arrived on a personal invitation from the Canadian 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King. The statesmen 
met in Washington, where they were both included 
in the conference of the U.S. President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt and British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill.

Although his country was wiped off the map by 
Nazi Germany, Dr. Beneš was received as a head 

of state on the highest level. On 
June 3, the Governor General of 
Canada, the Earl of Athlone, Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King and several 
Ministers came to greet him at the 
Ottawa railway station. Many Czech 
Canadians gathered there as well 
to celebrate the arrival of their 
hero. President Beneš first drove 
to Rideau Hall for his first meeting 
with the Governor General. He later 
arrived in the Canadian Parliament. 
He held a joint press conference 
with Prime Minister King and then 
had the opportunity to address 
both chambers of the Parliament. 
He was introduced by the Prime 
Minister.

During his visit in Ottawa, Dr. Beneš was the guest of honor 
at an official dinner hosted by the Governor General, Princess Alice and Prime Minister King at the Government 
House. Several events took place at the Czechoslovak Embassy, including a dinner hosted by President Beneš for the 
highest official representatives of Canada. President Beneš also paid a visit to the airfield of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force at Uplands where he met not only members of the Canadian Army, but also Czechoslovak pilots in training with 
the Air Force. He was accompanied by Air Marshals Lloyd Samuel Breadner and William Bishop. 

A series of meetings between President Beneš and Prime Minister King took place between June 3 and 6, 1943. When 
the time came to say goodbye, it was not only a farewell between two statesmen, but also two friends.

Prime Minister King noted in his 
diary, “Dr. Beneš is an honest man 
with a sincere soul and deep love for 
the people. The conversation with him 
gave me confidence in my own life and 
work, to see that our purposes and 
views were so completely one. It was 
like coming to a long-sought for land 
of promise to discover in Dr. Beneš a 
spirit so wholly kindred to my own.”

A day after President Beneš’s 
departure, Prime Minister King 
reconsidered his position not to run 
for re-election. “I shall be able to 
win and to round out a great career 
– based on principles, believes and 
actions like those of Beneš.”

MR. PRESIDENT,
WELCOME TO
CANADA!

Edvard Beneš, Czechoslovak President in exile & Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada,
Friends and leaders of their nations in difficult times (Ottawa, 1943)

Edvard Beneš & Mackenzie King,

Canadian Parliament

Welcome to President Beneš at RCAF 

airfiled at Uplands

President Beneš & Ambassador Pavlásek

President Beneš with Air Marshals

Breadner & Bishop

President Beneš & Czech Canadians

President Beneš & Czechoslovak Pilots

Prime Minister Mackenzie King, Introduction of President Edvard Beneš. 
Parliament of Canada, June 3, 1943

CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN ITS ENTIRETY WILL BE 
RESTORED! We look forward to the day, which 
we hope is coming speedily. The Munich 
Agreement has ceased to exist as a factor 
either in present or post -war relations.H.E. Dr. Edvard Beneš has a career of public 
service that has been paralleled by very few men 
in the world’s history. I should like to say to 
him how much the people of Canada in common with 
people everywhere who love liberty appreciate 
great services which Czechoslovakia rendered 
to the cause of freedom in the last great war 
and the great services she has never ceased to 
render to the cause of freedom since and in the 
present war.

President Edvard Beneš,

Address in the Canadian Parliament,

June 3, 1943 

ALL CZECHOSLOVAKS ARE GREATLY INDEBTED TO CANADA! 

…for the magnanimity with which she received 

Czechoslovak citizens who fled from their homeland 

in the past several years. They only followed their 

fellow countrymen who came years before to establish 

themselves permanently in Canada and are now faithful 

Canadian citizens and true Canadian patriots. 

I firmly believe that they will always serve to 

promote and strengthen our mutual understanding 

and friendship.

The Sympathy of the Canadian government and 

people for Czechoslovakia, expressed in words 

and deeds during the past four years, has been 

an encouragement and inspiration in this

darkest period of modern Czechoslovak history.

Motorcade of President Beneš in Ottawa



Jan Masaryk was a son of the first Czechoslovak President, Tomáš Garrigue 
Masaryk. During World War II, he served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Czechoslovak Government in exile. As the son of his highly internationally 
respected father and a charismatic speaker, he provided invaluable service to 

President Beneš during his tours across Canada and the United States. He arrived in North America before President Beneš and 
immediately began to draw attention to the tragic fate of Czechoslovakia. He often delivered two or three major addresses a day. 

“In the evening before our National Day, I think of you, Batawans. Your work for the victory of our just cause has been highly 
appreciated not only by us Czechoslovaks abroad and our London government, but also by our allies. You cannot imagine how 
pleased and encouraged I feel when British officials tell me after vising Canada, “The Baťa people are doing a great job!” 

Jan Masaryk, October 27, 1941

Vojta Beneš was a brother of President Edvard Beneš. During World War I, 
he came to North America to gain support for the Czechoslovak liberation 
movement led by Professor Masaryk. During World War II, he took on the same 
role, this time as former Czechoslovak MP and Senator under the leadership of 

his brother. He traveled to Czech settlements across Canada and played a key role in strengthening the CSNAC network. 

“It is thanks to the CSNAC that today there is hardly a settlement in Canada that has not heard of Czechoslovakia, as well 
as a newspaper that does not support us. I will treasure my trips to Canada as beautiful moments of my exile. Not only did 
you, Czech Canadians, invite me to your homes, but you also opened the door for me among Canadians. Rest assured that 
Canada and its people have grown to my heart like nothing else in these sad years.” 

Vojta Beneš, 1944

Jan Masaryk

Vojta Beneš

Key President’s Men
& Their Wartime Memories of Canada

First Ambassadors

Bohuš Beneš was a nephew of President Edvard Beneš. He had a special 
relationship to Canada; before the war, he worked at the Czechoslovak Consulate 
General in Montreal. In 1938, he left Czechoslovakia with President Beneš, for 
whom he was personal secretary. In this capacity, he worked closely with the 

President throughout his stay in North America in 1939. After the formation of the Czechoslovak government in exile, Bohuš Beneš 
became the director of its press department. In September 1942, he began serving as Czechoslovak Consul in San Francisco.

“I was supposed to lecture to Czechs and Slovaks in Toronto. Little girls in national costumes greeted me at the door to an 
overcrowded hall. The Czech- and Slovak-Canadians sat on a horizontal bar, ladders and a balcony like a swarm of bees, roaring 
in support of Dr. Beneš. Suddenly I found myself in Czechoslovakia, which Hitler did not reach.” 

Bohuš Beneš, 1941

Bohuš Beneš

On the ambassadorial level, diplomatic relations 
between Canada and the Czechoslovak government 
were established on August 14, 1942. Mr. František 
Pavlásek, who until then had served as Consul 
General in Montreal, became the first Czechoslovak 
Ambassador to Canada. General Georges Philias 
Vanier, future Governor General of Canada, became 
the first Canadian Ambassador to the Czechoslovak 
Government in London.



Unfortunately, freedom only paid a short visit to Czechoslovakia. Seriously ill President Edvard Beneš could not stop communists from seizing power in February 1948. He passed away 
on September 3 of the same year. 

The names of Presidents Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk and Edvard Beneš as well as Foreign Minister Jan Masaryk, who was murdered under mysterious circumstances few days after the 
communist coup, were erased from textbooks and public life in Czechoslovakia. The same goes for the essential help that Czech Canadians and Czech Americans extended to our nation 
during both world wars. 

The totalitarian communist regime held onto power in Czechoslovakia for over four decades. Throughout the dark times, Canada kept its door open to Czech refugees. More than 36,000 
Czechoslovak citizens fled to Canada particularly in two major waves. The first followed the communist turnover in 1948, the second the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

Over decades, Czech Canadians helped keep Czech democratic traditions and independent culture alive. As earlier generations of Czech Canadians, they also became dedicated Canadian 
citizens who made a significant contribution to the development of their new home country.

Chapter IV: COLD WAR

The second struggle for Czechoslovak independence led by President Beneš and supported by 
Czech Canadians and many Slovak Canadians was again crowned with success. Canadian and 
Czech troops helped defeat Nazism. In May 1945, the Czechoslovak Republic was free.

Symbolically, Czechoslovak Ambassador František Pavlásek walked next to the Canadian Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King during the celebration of the VJ-Day in Ottawa in 1945. A close 
relationship developed between the Canadian statesman and the Czech diplomat during the war.

TOGETHER
VICTORIOUS AGAIN!

Happy Return of Edvard Beneš and his wife to liberated Czechoslovakia Canadian PM Mackenzie King & Ambassador František Pavlásek (to his left)

KEEPING DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS ALIVE

Czechoslovak refugees are welcome by their compatriots at the Malton Airport in Toronto in September 1968 after the Soviet-led 
invasion of Czechoslovakia. Czech Canadians were helping refugees from communist-ruled Czechoslovakia throughout the Cold War. 

CSNAC postal seals commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Warsaw Pact invasion 
of Czechoslovakia in 1968.
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MASARYKTOWN

Škvorecký couple insists:
NO LIBRI PROHIBITI

Right after the communist coup of 1948, Czech and Slovak Canadians founded the Masaryk Memorial 
Institute in the Toronto area in honor of the first Czechoslovak President Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk. 
The Masaryktown and its beautiful park soon became the center of Czechs in Canada hosting some of 
the most important national celebrations, festivals, cultural and social events in the country. 

A commemorative stone in honor of President-Liberator was unveiled here in 1954 by exiled King Peter II of Yugoslavia. Walter Edward Harris, Minister of Finance of Canada 
unveiled a commemorative stone for President Edvard Beneš, Paul Martin, Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs for Jan Masaryk. 

Alice Masaryková, daughter of President Masaryk as well as President Beneš’ brother Vojta lived in exile in North America. Their visits of Masaryktown were truly special 
moments in the center’s history. Just as in the past, they both continued to speak on behalf of their oppressed nation in Canada and the United States till the end of their lives.

Masaryktown is home to a powerful monument that honors victims of the communist regime not only in Czechoslovakia, but also all other parts of the world. The statue 
“Crucified Again” was created by a Czech-Canadian sculptor Josef Randa and unveiled on July 2, 1989. The creation of the monument was possible thanks to donations of 
Czechs and Slovaks in exile from around the world that reached $32,000.

Many Czech Canadians helped their nation when it was under the communist oppression. Among them, 
Josef Škvorecký and his wife Zdena Škvorecká Salivarová deserve of special recognition. Their publishing 

house ’68 Publishers saved the independent Czech literature 
of the Cold War era. Over two decades, the two accomplished 
writers published and supported banned Czech and Slovak 
authors, including the future Czechoslovak President Václav 
Havel and the world-renowned prosaist Milan Kundera (The 
Unbearable Lightness of Being).

First Sokol Canada “slet” (festival), Masaryktown, 1953

1953 Sokol Canada slet in Masaryktown “ Since 1917 Communists Annihilated 62 Million People,” says the 
inscription on the Monument

Vojta Beneš in Masaryktown, May 29, 1949

Alice Masaryková in Masaryktown, July 3, 1955



SCRATCH A CZECH,
FIND A MUSICIAN!

The old saying, “Scratch a Czech. Underneath you’ll find a musician,” applies in Canada 
as well. It is hard to imagine a Czech community in North America without at least one 
local Czech band. Often, such bands were the first institutions established in Czech 
settlements in North America. Dance evenings usually took place at family homes before 
a community hall was built. Popularity of some of the bands reached significantly beyond 
local communities, even to the national level. Members of the early polka bands from 
small communities often helped found even local symphony orchestras. Till today, Czech 

Polka has been a particularly strong phenomenon in North America. A new generation of polka bands would always take over. This has been true throughout the Cold War till today. Even 
if knowledge of the Czech language declined, the bands would still sing the original Czech lyrics, sometimes followed by the English version. As the example of Esterhazy illustrates, often 
quite a few bands were established over the years even in relatively small communities.

Czechs are proud of their impressive classical music tradition represented by world-renowned composers such as Antonín Dvořák, Bedřich Smetana, Leoš Janáček and Bohuslav Martinů. 
In Canada, this tradition has two remarkable ambassadors, Oskar Morawetz and Karel Ančerl.

Czech Bands of Esterhazy

Town & Country Band   •  Czech Lady Singers

The Harmony Boys, 1948

Jubilee Band, 1929

Knourek Orchestra, 1954
First Esterhazy Band, 1902

Moods Indigo, 1980 Gene Dlouhý & the Canadians  The original Dlouhý Orchestra

“Their gift of music has extended to future generations. We are fortunate to live in 
Esterhazy…,” says the mural dedicated to Dlouhý band of Esterhazy



Giant in Contemporary Classical Music
Oskar Morawetz (Moravec) studied piano and music theory in 
Prague. At the age of 19, George Szell recommended him as an 
assistant conductor to the Prague Opera. With the growing Nazi threat, he was forced to leave the country in 1938. 
In 1940, he left Europe for Canada, where he began teaching at the Royal Conservatory of Music in 1946. From 
1952 until his retirement in 1982, he served as a professor of composition at the University of Toronto. Oskar 
Morawetz created over 100 orchestral and chamber works. He is one of the leading and most-performed Canadian 
composers of contemporary classical music. He received numerous awards, including the Order of Canada and two 
Juno Awards for Concerto for Harp and Orchestra, and From the Diary of Anne Frank.

Maestro on Both Sides of the Atlantic
Karel Ančerl graduated from the Prague Conservatory of Music. In 1930s, he 
conducted not only classical music with the Czechoslovak Radio, but also swing with 

the popular avant-garde theater Osvobozené divadlo. Because of his Jewish origin, he was imprisoned in concentration 
camps in Theresienstadt and Auschwitz. His wife and son were murdered in gas chambers. From 1950, Karel Ančerl 
served as the music director of the Czech Philharmonic for 18 years. After the 1968 invasion, he left for exile and 
became the chief conductor of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. To this day, Karel Ančerl remains highly regarded as a 
recording artist. Throughout his career in his homeland as well as abroad, he helped foster a distinctly Czech orchestral 
sound with his emphasis on rhythmic sharpness, vibrant dynamics, and a keenly etched sound. In spite of the horrors 
he witnessed or experienced during World War II, there was a grace to Ančerl’s music-making, and a spiritually-infused 
lyricism absorbed by a love of life and nature.

Oskar Morawetz

Karel Ančerl

ON ICE
Václav Nedomanský
BIG NED SCOOOOORES!

Václav Nedomanský, Big Ned, boldly escaped the 
communist rule in the Soviet occupied Czechoslovakia 
in 1974 and began his journey to a great success in 
Canada. He was the first player to defect from the Soviet 
block to North America who played in the NHL! 

In 1962 - 1963, Václav Nedomanský played his first of 12 
seasons in the Czechoslovak Elite Hockey League and proved to be a prolific forward 
from the onset. He led the league in goals and points in 1967, 1972, and 1974. He also 
represented Czechoslovakia at the World Ice Hockey Championships nine times. The 
Czechoslovak team only missed collecting a medal once (1967) during Nedomanský’s 
career, winning one gold, five silver and three bronze medals with him on the team. 
In 1974, he was named Top Forward at the tournament. He was also a big part of the 
Czechoslovak team which earned the silver medal at the 1968 Olympics in France 
and the bronze medal at the 1972 Olympics in Japan.

He emigrated to Canada in 1974 and began his North-American career with the 
Toronto Toros. Big Ned quickly caught attention of the WHA hockey fans with very 
strong statistics. In 1977, he was part of a rare inter-league trade and joined the 
NHL’s Detroit Red Wings. After four seasons with the Wings, he went on playing 
for the New York Rangers and briefly also for the St. Louis Blues. He finished 
his career in 1984. Although Václav Nedomanský arrived in the NHL late in his 
career, he still commanded respect with impressive statistics, scoring 122 times 
and putting up 278 points in 421 regular season contests. Hats on the ice!

My arrival to Canada was one of the happiest moments of my life. I was a free 
man. I could develop not only as a hockey player, but as a person.

Václav Nedomanský



Otto & Maria Jelínek

Maria and Otto Jelinek together with another legendary figure skater 
of Czech origin Ája Vrzáňová. The 1949 & 1950 World champion and 
1950 European champion emigrated to the United States in 1950.

We are very pleased to have the opportunity
to skate in Winnipeg and we send our

cordial greetings to all our
local compatriots.

Otto Jelínek
CHAMPION ON & OFF ICE

The Jelínek family left Czechoslovakia after 1948, when 
their cork and aluminum caps factory got nationalized 
by the communist regime. After a year in Switzerland, 
they settled in Canada where the Jelinek Cork Group 
continued its operations. 

The young Otto and Maria Jelínek marked an 
impressive career in figure skating, which culminated 
in their victory at the 1962 World Championship in 
Prague. The fact that the couple won the gold medals 
in their original homeland had a tremendous symbolic 
meaning. Their victory touched the hearts of Czechs 
locked behind the Iron Curtain to great displeasure of 
the communist regime.

Otto Jelínek marked a star career also off ice. After 
he completed his sport career, he devoted himself  
to business and politics. His first company offered 
sport equipment. From 1972, he served as a Member 
of Parliament  in the House of Commons for twenty 
years. He became also Minister of Multiculturalism 
(1985 – 86), Sports (1984 - 1988), Public Works (1988 - 
89) and Finance (1989 - 1993) in the Canadian federal 
governments.

Alex Baumann
THE GREATEST

CANADIAN SWIMMER

Ája Vrzáňová
Maria and Otto Jelínek

Alexander Baumann was born in Prague in 1964. He left for Canada with his parents 
after Soviet tanks crushed the Prague Spring along with any hope for freedom in 
Czechoslovakia. In 1984, he won two gold medals and set two world records at the Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles. He had the honor to be the flag bearer for the Canadian Team 
at the games. He has been regarded the greatest swimmer in Canadian history. The twin 
Olympic gold medals were Canada’s first in swimming since 1912.



After the communist turnover in Czechoslovakia in 1948, Milan Kroupa’s father was 
sentenced by the communist regime for treason to twenty-five years in prison. As a 
son of a political prisoner, Milan Kroupa was not allowed to study at a university. 

He left Czechoslovakia 
in 1968, encouraged by 
his father who wished 
for a better future for his 
son. In Canada, Milan 
Kroupa began working 
for a cleaning company 
while learning English. 
In 1977, he founded his 
own cleaning company. 
His determination and 
hard work turned United 

Cleaning Services Ltd. into one of the largest cleaning firms in Canada, which operates 
in all provinces. Later, 
Milan Kroupa purchased 
the former military airport 
in Edenvale and turned it 
into another prosperous 
enterprise. He has become 
a generous supporter of 
Czech-Canadian projects. 

You can get to know more 
about Milan Kroupa in his 
biography titled Reaching 
for a Star. The author of 
the book, Josef Čermák 
concludes that “cloaked 
behind Milan Kroupa’s 
understated personality is 
a phenomenally successful 
Czech-Canadian businessman 
with bold character traits 
such as reliability and strong 
respect for moral principles.”

After the communists seized power in Czechoslovakia in 1948, Karel Velan, 
graduate of the Technical University in Brno, emigrated to Canada. In 
1949, he settled in Montreal together with his wife Olga and two sons. Karel 
Velan rented a production space from his fellow countryman Tomáš Baťa. 
He founded Velan Engineering Ltd. and soon patented a revolutionary 
bimetallic steam 
trap. This was only 
the first of his many 
successful patents. 
At an impressive 
pace, the company 
grew into a world 
leader in industrial 
valves employing 
1900 people in 9 
countries, on three 
continents. Karel 
Velan’s inventions 
and products were 
to be found on 
submarines, aircraft 
carriers, in the 
oil and chemical 
industry, in mines, 
nuclear power 
plants, and even 
space shuttles. 
As an amateur 
astrophysicist, he 
developed a unique 
theory of the origin of the universe, described in a book called “The 
Multi-Universe Cosmos, The First Complete Story of the Origin of the 
Universe,” which was received with a wide expert interest. 

Mr. Velan ranked among  the 100 most famous Canadians. During  the Cold 
War, he emphasized that he never left his homeland, only the communists 
did not allow him to return. His major involvement in philanthropy 
reached far beyond Czech related initiatives. In 1981, he e.g. instituted 

the Montréal 
R o t a r y 
Club Velan 
award to 
acknowledge 
Canadians for 
excep t i ona l 
humanitarian 
work abroad.

Karel Velan

The first production plant of the Velan company in 1956

BOHEMIAN
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT

Karel Velan
KING OF VALVES

Milan Kroupa
AMERICAN DREAM
MADE IN CANADA



Ludmila Zeman is an internationally 
acclaimed filmmaker, author and 
illustrator. She is a daughter and 
close associate of a world-renowned 
Czech filmmaker Karel Zeman. In 
Czechoslovakia she worked with her 
father on several motion pictures as a 
designer and assistant director. Later, 
she created her own short animated 

films for Czech television and illustrated children’s 
books. In the early 1980s, she escaped through 
Yugoslavia and Austria to Canada. She taught at Emily 
Carr College in Vancouver and created animated 
shorts for Sesame Street. Together with her husband 
Eugen Spálený, she was invited to create a short film 
for the National Film Board of Canada. Lord of the Sky 
was short-listed for an Oscar nomination and received 
numerous awards around the world. The success of 
the film led her back to her love of children’s books. 
She wrote and illustrated the Gilgamesh trilogy, The 
First Red Maple Leaf, and the Sindbad trilogy. She 
is the recipient of the Governor General’s Award for 
Children’s Illustration.

Ludmila Zeman
GREAT ART

& STORYTELLING RUNS 
IN THE FAMILY

Vladimír Krb
BRINGING BACK DINOSAURS

Vilém Zach grew up in Prague where he 
studied privately under the mentorship 
of art professor Karel Těšínský. After 
he left Czechoslovakia and settled in 
Alberta in 1969, art has become his 
full time profession. In his work, he 
has focused mostly on the Western 
Canadian Culture. Gradually, sculpting 
has become his main creative medium. 
His monumental works include 
Olympic Torch Runners Monument, 
which commemorates the 16th Winter 
Olympic Games held in Calgary in 
1988; “Our Land - Our Future, The 
Alberta Farm Family” sculpture 

installed on the Calgary Stampede grounds; and the William Cornelius 
Van Horne statue placed in front of the luxury historic Fairmont Banff 
Springs Hotel in the Rocky Mountains.

In Czechoslovakia, Vladimír Krb was a student 
of Zdeněk Burian, a remarkable Czech 
painter and pioneer of the visualization 
of the pre-historic era. Mr. Krb went into 
exile from the communist Czechoslovakia 
in 1982 and found his new home in the 
Canadian town of Drumheller, known as 
the Dinosaur Capital of the World. The 
Drumheller’s Royal Tyrrell Museum 
of Paleontology is visited by 375,000 
visitors a year and displays approximately 
800 fossils, out of 160,000 that are in 
its collections. Vladimír Krb created 
numerous large murals throughout the 
famous museum, which are one of its 
symbols and foundations.

Vilém Zach
TURNING BACK THE CLOCK

VISUAL ART
LEA VIVOT 

JOIN ME ON A BENCH
Lea Vivot was born in Šumperk, Czechoslovakia and studied at the Prague School 
of Stage Design. In 1968, she emigrated from Czechoslovakia in the trunk of an 
Alfa Romeo car of Italian tourists, whom she had previously accompanied around 
Prague as a tour guide. She continued her studies at the Academia di Brera in 
Italy, the Ontario College of Art in Toronto, and the Art Student’s League in 
New York. In the 1970s, she quickly became internationally known for her over 
life-size bronzes full of humanity that often depict families, couples, mothers 
and children. One of her most famous works “The Secret Bench of Knowledge” 
can be seen in front of the National Library of Canada in Ottawa. The various 
additions of the Secret Bench can be found in Montreal, Toronto and New York. 
Lea Vivot made benches her trademark. Her other famous sculpture Mother 
and Child, which uses this element as well, is installed in her hometown in the 
Czech Republic. Lea Vivot donated a small version of the art work to the Czech 
Embassy in Ottawa where it is on display at the Josef Škvorecký Library.



Václav Smil is a Czech-Canadian scientist, policy analyst and best-selling author who 
published more than 40 books. Before leaving for exile in response to the 1968 invasion, 
he completed his undergraduate studies at the Charles University in Prague. He received 
his doctorate from the Pennsylvania State University. In 1972, he accepted the position at 
the University of Manitoba and Winnipeg became the new home for him and his wife Eva. 
His interdisciplinary research interests encompass a broad spectrum of areas, including 
energy, environment, food, population, economy, history and public policy. 
Professor Smil believes that a transition to clean energy will take m u c h 
longer than many predict and favours reducing demand for fossil 
fuels through energy conservation. “I have never been wrong on 
these major energy and environmental issues because I have 
nothing to sell,“ he says. Professor Smil’s achievements have 
been widely recognised in Canada and around the world. 
He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, recipient of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Award, and was appointed to the Order of Canada. Foreign 
Policy magazine listed him among the Top 100 Global 

Thinkers. He has been a valued advisor to Bill Gates. 

Professor Smil grew up in a remote Czech mountain town in Western Bohemia and had to cut wood daily to keep his home heated. The 
legend has it that this was the impulse that sparked his interest in energy efficiency and led to his remarkable international scientific 
career. 
 
Bill Gates: “I wait for new Smil books the way some people wait for the next Star Wars movie.”

Czechs regained freedom after four long decades of the communist oppression. The Velvet Revolution of 
November 1989, the peaceful fall of the totalitarian regime in the heart of Europe impressed the world. At the 
beginning of November 1989, nothing seemed to indicate a democratic change in Czechoslovakia. Soviet military 
troops had been still present since the Warsaw Pact invasion into the country in 1968 and the communist regime 
did not show any signs of willingness to give up power. However, everything changed on November 17. Prague 
students gathered to commemorate the International Day of Students, the 50th anniversary of the Nazi storming 
of Czech universities in 1939. The police violently suppressed the student march through downtown Prague. 
568 people were injured. This violent act was met with protests led by students, dissidents and actors, which 
quickly grew and spread across the country. The leaders of the communist party were forced to capitulate. On 
December 29, only 42 days later, a former dissident and playwright Václav Havel was elected the Czechoslovak 
President. The country embarked on the journey “Back to the West”, declared in the streets during the Velvet 
Revolution.  

The Velvet Revolution also opened the door to the great reunion of Czechs with their friends and compatriots 
in Canada. President Václav Havel went to Canada on one of his first official trips abroad in February 1990, 
less than two months after assuming the presidential office. 

Czech Canadians could not wait to see their country free again and travelled to their homeland. They 
were warmly welcomed and received a well-deserved thank you for all their support over the years. The 
stories of Czech-Canadian friendship began to be celebrated again.

Václav Smil
THINKING THINGS THROUGH

Chapter V: VELVET REVOLUTION
THE GREAT REUNION

The election of Václav Havel for President of Czechoslovakia
at the Prague Castle on December 29, 1989 

Photo by Pavel Štěcha

Václav Havel: 
Truth and Love Must Prevail
over Lies and Hatred.



Photo by Oldřich Škácha

Tomáš J. Baťa

Karel Velan

Ludmila ZemanOto Jelínek

WELCOME HOME

When Tomáš J. Baťa first came to Canada, he was twenty-four years old. In his own words, he wanted to prove to himself and 
to others that he was capable of building and managing a Baťa branch. He definitely did a lot more than that. From Canada, 
he rebuilt the entire global company and successfully led it through the difficult times of World War II and the Cold War. 

Tomáš J. Baťa rushed to see freedom returning to his homeland. He arrived at the Prague Airport on December 14, 1989 
during the Velvet Revolution. He received a triumphant welcome and, as during World War II, was again asked to advise the 
new democratic Czechoslovak government on the reconstruction of the country. In 1991, he received the Tomáš Garrigue 
Masaryk award from President Václav Havel. A journalist asked him whether he was Canadian or Czech; he replied, “I am 
both. I am a global citizen with Czech thinking.”

Philanthropy was always a very important priority and passion for Karel Velan. This 
went well beyond just donating money. He was personally involved in many charitable 
projects. Notable achievements include establishing of the Olga House for homeless 
women in cooperation with La rue des Femmes; founding of the Velan Foundation and the Velan Foundation Award presented 
annually to a Canadian for „distinctive and outstanding humanitarian work overseas“; and serving as a founding member of the 
Olga Havel Foundation in the Czech Republic. In Brno, where he once met his wife Olga, he created the Domov Olga as a skill 
center for people with special needs as well as a center for Roma children. Mr. Velan received a well-deserved recognition both in 
the Czech Republic, i.a. as a Gratis Agit Award recipient, as well as Canada, i.a. as Chevalier de l‘Ordre national du Quebec and 
one of the great Rotarians of the century. He supported the Czech Republic also as President of the Czech-Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce as well as co-founder of the Czech - North-American Chamber of Commerce in Washington.

Josef Škvorecký and 
Zdena Škvorecká Salivarová 
received well-deserved 
recognition for saving 
independent Czech 
literature as well as their 

artistic accomplishments. Josef Škvorecký was granted both Canadian as well as Czech state awards. In 1990, just 
as his wife, was awarded the Order of the White Lion and two years later was appointed to the Order of Canada.  
He is also a laureate of the Governor General’s Award for English-language fiction.

After finishing his last term in 
the Canadian Federal Cabinet 
as Minister of Finance in 1993, 
Otto Jelinek moved to the Czech 

Republic. He served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of Deloitte 
& Touche Central Europe, and Chairman and Managing Partner of the 
firm in the Czech Republic 
from 1994 to 2006. In 
2007, he became Chairman 
of Colliers International 
for Central and Eastern 
Europe. He also chaired 
the campaign of the City 
of Prague to host the 
2020 Summer Olympics. 
In 2013, Otto Jelinek was 
appointed as Ambassador 
of Canada to his original 
home country.

Ludmila Zeman’s books have been 
translated to numerous languages and can 
now be enjoyed also by the Czech children. 
Ludmila Zeman travels frequently to the 
Czech Republic, presides over film festivals 
and helps keep the artistic legacy of her 
father alive. For many years, she has worked 
closely with her daughter Linda. Together 
they co-created a book based on the film 
Lord of the Sky as well as a biography “The 
Magical World of Karel Zeman.” They have 
also been a major driving force behind 
the creation and success of the Karel Zeman Museum in Prague. For her merits in the 
promotion of the Czech Republic and its culture abroad, Ludmila Zeman received the 
Gratias Agit award in 2021.

Josef Škvorecký
a Zdena Škvorecká Salivarová



Milan Kroupa Karel AnčerlCzechoslovak
War Pilots

Historic
Visit
in PragueJOURNEY 

“BACK TO THE WEST” 
WITH THE CANADIAN

SUPPORT

Over many years, Milan Kroupa has been a generous 
sponsor of Czech-Canadian projects, including 
the Czech Studies Fund, which supports academic 
exchanges between the Masaryk University in Brno 
and the University of Toronto. In 2016, Milan Kroupa 
received Gratis Agit award for his long-term support 
of his homeland in Canada.

Karel Ančerl’s bust was unveiled in his home town 
of Tučapy in 2018 on the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of his birth. The ceremony took place 
in the presence of H.E. Barbara Richardson, 
Ambassador of Canada to the Czech Republic.

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain, a commemorative plaque was unveiled 
for Czechoslovak pilots in Vancouver on September 
13, 2020 in the presence of Karel Večera Galland, 
Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic.

Over more than thirty years, the cooperation between 
Canada and the Czech Republic has become remarkably 
intensive in all areas, including security & defense, 
business, education, science & research, culture, 
international advocacy of our shared values, such as 
human rights, and even hockey.

The official visit of Stephen 
Harper, Prime Minister of 
Canada, in the Czech capital 
in May 2009 during the Czech 
Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union 
was of historic importance. 
Negotiations of CETA, the 
free trade agreement between 
Canada and the European 
Union, were launched on the 
occasion.

Award-winning art works from Canada in 2020 by Wei Han Wang, Jenni Jia (both Da Future Studio Vancouver),
and Hana Loewen (Czech School Calgary)

LIDICE
SHALL LIVE!
The International Children’s Exhibition of Fine 
Arts Lidice was established in 1967 to commemorate 
the child victims from the Czech village of Lidice 
murdered during World War II as well as all other 
children who have died in wars. Each year more 
than 25,000 works are submitted from more than 
60 countries around the world. Over the years, 
an impressive number of children from Canada 
excelled in the competition.

Stephen Harper and Mirek Topolánek,
Prime Ministers of Canada and the Czech Republic, in Prague



Václav Havel bust in front of Gail Asper 
Performing Arts Hall at the University of 
Manitoba, which awarded an honorary law 
degree to the Czech President in 1999.

Hon. Anthony Rota, Speaker of the House of Commons 
& his wife Chantal Piché Rota, Hon. John Brassard, 
Chairman of Canada – Czech Republic Friendship 
Group, and H.E. Bořek Lizec & his wife Kateřina 
Lizcová Kulhánková

Hon. George Furey, Speaker of Senate and Czech Senate delegation Hon. Jiří Drahoš,
Hon. Jan Grulich & Hon. Miroslav Plevný

Hon. Terry Dowdall, Hon. Damien Kurek, Hon. Martin Shields, Hon. John Brassard, Hon.
Doug Shipley, Hon. Scot Davidson, Hon. Len Webber

On the occasion of his official visit in Ottawa in 1999, Václav Havel planted an Ironwood 
tree in the gardens of the Rideau Hall, seat of the Governors General of Canada. In 
fact, he planted much more than that during the course of his life. The seeds of his 
life-long dedication to human rights, freedom and democracy highlighting the need 
to stand up against oppression and evil continues to inspire around the world. Václav 
Havel has many friends in Canada and still brings together our countries, which stand 
side by side in the support of those who suffer under totalitarian regimes. 

In 2003, Václav Havel was awarded the title of Honorary Companion of the Order of 
Canada for exemplifying  the values of democracy and human rights that Canadians 
hold in the highest regard.

Strong Parliamentary Friendship Groups exist in both the Czech as well as
Canadian Parliament. The group in Ottawa might have broken a speed record.
It was formally established already three days after the Canadian Parliament
resumed work after the 2021 election thanks to a remarkable dedication of its 
chairman Hon. John Brassard. Many thanks to him and to all other currently 
18 members of the group, Senators Hon. Salma Ataullahjan, Hon. Peter M. 
Boehm and Hon. Raymonde Saint-Germain, and MPs Hon. Jaime Battiste, 
Hon. James Bezan, Hon. Valerie Bradford, Hon. Michael D. Chong, Hon. Scot 
Davidson, Hon. Terry Dowdall, Hon. Kirsty Duncan, Hon. Julie Dzerowicz, 
Hon. Tom Kmiec, Hon. Damien C. Kurek, Hon. Doug Shipley, Hon. Corey 
Tochor, Hon. Michelle Rempel Garner, Hon. Martin Shields, and Hon. Len 
Webber, for all their support of the strengthening of Czech-Canadian ties.

An important milestone on the 
journey “Back to the West” 
was the Czech Republic’s entry 
into NATO in 1999. Even since 
before that, Canadian and Czech 
soldiers have fought side by side 
for a better world, just as they 
did during both world wars. 
Czech troops currently serve 
under the Canadian command 
in Latvia under the NATO flag. 
The Enhanced Forward Presence 
protects allies on the NATO’s 
eastern flank against possible 
Russian attack.

PLANTING MORE 
THAN A TREE

PARLIAMENTARY
FRIENDSHIP

DEFENDING FREEDOM
& DEMOCRACY



Česká zbrojovka – CZ has been the largest Czech exporter to North America. Apart 
from having strong automotive and aero divisions, it has been also the largest Czech 
company specializing in the development and manufacture of handguns and one 
of the world’s largest producers in this field. In 2021, the then CZ Group further 
strengthened its international position when it acquired the legendary firearms 
producer Colt, incl. Colt Canada Corp. The Colt CZ Group is the most recent, prime 
example of the close Czech-Canadian partnership in business and defense.

The arms base of the First Czechoslovak Republic was built under the motto: “A weapon 
in the hands of courageous defenders is the best guarantee of the nation’s freedom!” CZ 
has remained committed to helping protect freedom and democracy, unfortunately, in an 
increasingly dangerous world. As members of one Group, CZ and Colt Canada serve as 
partners of Czech, Canadian and other nation’s armed forces and police. 

The Velvet Revolution opened the gates to an avalanche of Czech hockey 
players into the NHL. Over the years, twenty Czech players wore the 
jersey of the Ottawa Senators alone, including Dominik Hašek, one of the 
best goalkeepers of all time, Hall of Famer, and member of the so-called 
Triple Gold Club as a World, Olympic and Stanley Cup Champion. Czech 
players assumed key roles on all Canadian NHL teams. On four teams, Czechs 
became Assistant Captains, Milan Michálek of the Ottawa Senators, Tomáš 
Plekanec of the Montreal Canadians, Aleš Hemský of the Edmonton Oilers, and 
Tomáš Kaberle of the Toronto Maple Leaves. In the 2014-15 season, Radim Vrbata 
led the Vancouver Canucks in goals and represented the team in the NHL All-Star 
Game. Ondřej Pavelec protected the net of Winnipeg Jets in 261 games, which is the 
second-highest number in the team history. Robert Reichel, Olympic Champion and 
three-times World Champion, played for the Calgary Flames in 425 games and led the team with remarkable 93 points in the 1993-94 season. The Czech 
superstar Jaromír Jágr, another member of the Triple Gold Club, ranked second in points in the NHL history, helped the same team in his last NHL season.

The story of Petr Svoboda deserves a special attention. He escaped the communist Czechoslovakia in 1984 after representing the country at the World Under-18 Ice 
Hockey Championships in then-West Germany. He played in the NHL for 17 seasons and became the first Czech-born player to reach the milestone of 1,000 games in the 
league. In 1986, he won the Stanley Cup with the Montreal Canadians. Towards the end of his career, he joined the Czech national team at the Winter Olympics in Nagano 
where he scored the winning goal in the gold medal game against Russia.

Even hockey does not have to be always about competition. The Czech Republic and Canada work together even when it comes to this great game. Hockey Federations 
of Canada, Czech Republic and Slovakia hold an annual international under-18 ice hockey tournament called The Hlinka Gretzky Cup. As there is a conflict between 
Canadian Hockey League playoffs and the IIHF World Championship in this age category, the Hlinka Gretzky Cup is a unique opportunity for all U-18 national teams to 
compete with all best players.

Prime Example of
Czech-Canadian Partnership

President Edvard Beneš during his visit of Zbrojovka Brno, now part of CZ. The financial claims 
abroad of Zbrojovka Brno significantly helped President Beneš and the Czechoslovak government 
in exile to finance the campaign for regaining Czechoslovak independence during World War II.

Milan Michálek Tomáš Kaberle

Radim Vrbata Jaromír Jágr Robert Reichel Ondřej Pavelec Dominik Hašek Petr Svoboda

Tomáš Plekanec
Aleš Hemský

Hockey



On his tour of North America in 1907, the future President-Liberator Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk 
encouraged Czech communities to integrate into the local society and adopt its customs. 
He considered it important for them to grow as individuals and a community in the new 
environment. At the same time, he asked the communities to teach their children national 
history, traditions as well as aspirations. He hoped that this way, future generations, even if 
not speaking Czech language any more, could still keep the Czech heritage in their hearts and 
remain proud of it.  

In his address to the Canadian Parliament in 1943, the second Czechoslovak President 
Edvard Beneš spoke about his fellow countrymen who permanently established themselves in 
Canada and became faithful Canadian citizens and true Canadian patriots. He stated, “I firmly 
believe that they will always serve to promote and strengthen our mutual understanding and 
friendship.” 

Both Presidents would be pleased to see that they were right in their hopes. Czech Canadians 
of no matter how distant Czech ancestry have not forgotten about their roots, they continue to 
be proud of their origin. They are the strongest supporters of ever closer ties between Canada 
and the Czech Republic and never hesitate to offer a helping hand to the country of their 
ancestors. Thank you!

Even the oldest Czech communities in Canada still celebrate their heritage and have remarkable 
ambassadors i.a. among the political elite. Member of Parliament Corey Tochor is a direct descendent 
of the John Tochor family that helped develop the oldest Czech community in Canada, located 
in the prairies of Saskatchewan in the vicinity of Kolín, Esterhazy and Gerald settlements. His 
ancestors left Bohemia in 1833. After having spent a few decades in Russia (present-day Ukraine), 
they arrived in North-America in 1895. The oldest Czech-Canadian communities of Manitoba 
recently had their representative in a former MP Robert Sopuck, born in Winnipeg. Czech Jewish 

paternal grandparents of Karina Gould, Minister of Families, Children and Social Development come from Žatec. Her grandfather is a holocaust survivor. Another ancestor 
fought for the creation of Czechoslovakia as a member of the Czechoslovak Legion in Russia during World War I. As an MP, Karina Gould represents southern Ontario, an 
area with traditionally the highest concentration of Czech Canadians in Canada. The ancestry of Kendra Coombes and Derek Mombourquette, MLAs for Nova Scotia, includes 
Czech pioneers in the province. Their ancestors co-founded a branch of the Bohemian National Alliance in New Waterford during World War I and Czechoslovak National 
Alliance during World War II. Today Czech investors help develop the beautiful area of Cape Breton, voted no. 1 island in North America. Their Cape Smokey ski & summer 
resort features the first and only gondola in Atlantic Canada. This is a great example of a project that can both build on local Czech roots and energize them at the same 
time. Impressive work on behalf of Czech-Canadian friendship is done by countless Czech Canadians, such as Mayor of Taber Andrew Prokop or Esterhazy Alderman Vernon 
Petracek, who represent strong historic Czech communities on the local level.

The Czech historic communities still enjoy the old traditions. 
Czech music has remained in their hearts. Culinary specialties, 
such as kolaches (koláče), jitrnice and dumplings (knedlíky), 
have also been passed on from one generation to another. Some 
members even continue to grow their own poppy seeds, which, 
as Mr. Jack Neyedley (Nejedlý) of Gerald says, “must be grinded 
very, very finely.” Framed portraits of President Masaryk and 
other Czech leaders often hang on the walls of their homes. Even 
if everyone was born in Canada and the families arrived more than 
a century ago (often significantly more), it is still unusual to find a 
community where there would be no one who would speak Czech. 
Few people usually still practice Czech language together, usually 
former class-mates in Czech schools. Some kept typical regional 
accents in Czech, for example Blažena Zemánková of Prague, AB 
whose ancestors came from Moravia. The members of the Czech 
community of Minitonas, MB seem to impress most. In spite of 
their ancestors having left the Czech kingdom in early 1700s, the 
majority of them still know Czech. A community leader Jerry Vítězslav Marek and his wife left for Czechoslovakia after the Velvet Revolution to help restore the country by 
teaching English. Based on his Czech, you would not be able to find out that he did not grow up in the Czech Republic. 

Czech Canadians dedicate remarkable efforts to making sure their local histories are not forgotten. They take wonderful care of their community halls, churches, cemeteries, 
local museums and archives, and compile local history books. Interestingly enough, often the current leaders of these communities are descendants of their early leaders, such 
as Greg Ruzicka of Prague, AB, Ed Guran of Marriott, SK, Jerry Vítězslav Marek and Henry Jersak of Minitonas, MB, and Larry Mikulcik of Glenside, SK. Yes, the Czech 
pioneers would be proud.

CZECH CANADIANS CONTINUE TO EXCEL & HELP

First Czechoslovak Presidents and friends Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk and Edvard Beneš

CZECH PIONEERS
WOULD BE PROUD

Karina Gould

Corey Tochor Robert Sopuck
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George Heller was born in Mariánské Lázně in 1948. His father Evžen fought in World War II as a member 
of the Czechoslovak division of the British Army. After the communist coup, he left for exile again, this time 
with his family via Israel to Canada. The Hellers settled in Montreal in 1952 where they opened a family 
bakery. George Heller marked an impressive career in business. In 1995, he became the President of Bata 
Industries Ltd. for North America and Europe. From 1997, he also served as President and CEO of Kmart’s 
Canadian unit. In February 1998, he took the positions of President and CEO of Zellers and Executive 
Vice President of Hudson’s Bay Company. A year later he became the President and CEO of Hudson’s Bay 
Company and remained in the office till 2006. He also had the honor to serve as President and CEO of 
the Committee, which oversaw the preparations of the 1994 XV Commonwealth Games in Victoria, British 
Columbia. George Heller is a recipient of the Meritorious Service Medal from the Government of Canada 
for service to his country as well as the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers. 

After the fall of communism, George Heller began to travel frequently to the Czech Republic for business 
as well as visiting his family. Together with the Czech Embassy in Canada, he organized an exhibit of Czech glass in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s flagship store in 
Toronto. George Heller holds Canadian as well as Czech citizenship. Both of his children speak Czech.

In 2019, Sasha Suda was appointed the Director and CEO of the National Gallery of Canada and became the youngest person 
to assume this post in more than a century. She was born in Toronto to Czech parents who fled Czechoslovakia after the 1968 
invasion. She studied at Princeton University, Williams College and New York University. She impressed Princeton not only 
with her academic results, but also as captain of the heavyweight women’s rowing team. Her professional career began at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and continued at the Art Gallery of Ontario. In the first-ever stategic plan for 
the National Gallery, she set a bold new vision for the institution. “Through a passionate, people-focused approach, we are 
reimagining the Gallery not as an institution that has all the answers, but rather, as an ever-changing space that takes risks 
and asks questions to surprise, delight and challenge. In our view, only by pushing boundaries, broadening the context, and 
changing the narrative, can we foster belonging while learning and evolving together.” Sasha Suda speaks excellent Czech 
and has been active with respect to the Czech art scene, i.a. as an advisor to the Director of the National Gallery in Prague.

Czech patriotism runs deep in Vlastimil Raymond (Ray) Novak’s family. His father emigrated to Canada after the 
1968 invasion and was proud to return to Czechoslovakia after the Velvet Revolution to make a contribution to 
a successful transition of his homeland back into the family of free and democratic nations by teaching English 
to students in Brno. The life of Ray Novak’s grandfather was marked by service and profound sacrifice for 
his country. As a soldier of the army of the First Czechoslovak Republic, he was seriously wounded and taken 
prisoner when countering invading Hungarian forces in early 1919. Steadily promoted during the interwar years, 
by 1938, he was a Lieutenant-Colonel of the General Staff and Chief of the 2nd Department of the Army’s II 
Corps, responsible for north and north-east Bohemia. Arrested by the Gestapo in 1939 for engaging in resistance activities, Vlastimil Novák was imprisoned at 
Buchenwald concentration camp in Nazi Germany until 1945 when he was liberated by the US Army. Vlastimil Novak’s decorations included the Czechoslovak 
Martial Cross (1939), the Czechoslovak Bravery Medal, the Czechoslovak Medal of Merit, 1st Class, and the Memorial Insignia “Defence of the Fatherland.”

Ray Novak served in the Office of the Prime Minister of Canada from February 2006 to November 2015, ultimately assuming the Chief of Staff position. In 
2016, Mr. Novak co-founded Harper & Associates, a global consulting firm led by Canada’s 22nd Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper.  Mr. Novak serves 
as the firm’s Managing Director. He is a Director of the International Democrat Union, a global not-for-profit organization of more than 80 political parties 
committed to freedom and democracy. In 2010, Mr. Novak was recognised for personal service to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada, when he 
was appointed to the Royal Victorian Order at the rank of Lieutenant. 

Throughout his career, Ray Novak has made a remarkable contribution to the development of close Czech-Canadian relations.

George Heller with Queen Elizabeth II at the XV Commonwealth Games

GEORGE HELLER 
RULER OF THE HUDSON’S BAY

SASHA SUDA 
REIMAGINING THE NATIONAL GALLERY

RAY NOVAK 
INSPIRED BY FAMILY PATRIOTISM



Jan Hodec was born in Czechoslovakia, however, Canada soon became his new home after having escaped 
across the Iron Curtain in a homemade raft with his parents. His parents were both ski coaches and 
helped their son mark an impressive career as a ski racer specialized in speed events. At the 2007 World 
Championships in Åre, Sweden, he won the silver medal in downhill and at the 2014 Winter Olympics 
in Sochi, the bronze medal in the super-G. It was the first Olympic medal for Canada in men’s alpine 
skiing in 20 years.

JAN HUDEC 
CHAMPION ON A SLIPPERY SLOPE

Vasek Pospisil’s parents escaped 
the communist Czechoslovakia 
in 1988 before he was born. As 
a professional tennis player, he 
has been very impressive with 
the highest ranking so far in 
doubles #4 and singles #25. 
He is the 2014 Wimbledon 
Champion in doubles. As a 
member of team Canada, Vasek 
Pospisil reached the Davis Cup 
finals in 2019. In 2017, he 
teamed up with a Czech tennis 
player Radek Štepánek and 
together they reached finals in 
Dauhá. Vašek Pospíšil speaks 
excellent Czech.

In 2008, Big Ned was inducted into the Czech Hockey Hall of Fame, and in 2020, he 
received one the highest Czech national honors, the Medal of Merit – First Grade. The 
once first NHL player who defected from the Soviet bloc entered the Hockey Hall of Fame 
in Toronto in 2019, symbolically thirty years after the fall of the Iron Curtain. Since 1997, 
he has been also a member of the International Ice Hockey Federation Hall of Fame.Vladimír Pucholt was not allowed to study 

medicine in the communist Czechoslovakia. He 
was admitted to the  Academy of Performing Arts 
in Prague and became an actor. Upon completion of his studies, he joined The Drama Club (Činoherní klub), a leading progressive theatre co-defining the Czech cultural scene of 
the Prague Spring. His performances in leading film roles in Miloš Forman’s Loves of a Blonde (Lásky jedné plavovlásky), Jiří Krejčík’s comedy Wedding under Supervision (Svatba 
jako řemen), and Ladislav Rychman’s musical Love Harvests in Summer (Starci na chmelu) made him one of the most famous and popular actors in Czechoslovakia, well-known also 
internationally. At the height of his popularity, Vladimír Pucholt chose freedom over life in the totalitarian regime and went into exile. Returning to his original dream, he applied to 
study medicine at the University of Sheffield. Film director Lindsay Anderson wrote him a recommendation l e t t e r , 
the writer John Le Carré lent him money for tuition. He graduated with a degree in medicine 
from Sheffield in 1974. In 1981, together with his wife Rosemary, he moved to 
Canada where he worked as a pediatrician until his retirement. “This is the most 
incredible pediatrician my kids have ever had, a pity he retired,“ praises the first 
review on ratemds.com Dr. Pucholt, just as all other reviews filled with gratitude and 
appreciation of his competence, kindness, and dedication.

VASEK POSPISIL 
WIMBLEDON CONQUEROR

VÁCLAV NEDOMANSKÝ 
TRIPLE HALL OF FAMER

VLADIMÍR PUCHOLT 
A STAR DOCTOR 
FROM THE
SILVER SCREEN

The Baťa Shoe Company has influenced lives of many distinguished Czech 
Canadians, let us add at least few more special stories to those that were 
already mentioned. Georgina Sehnoutka Steinsky came to Canada 
with her parents after 1948 communist coup. She has a truly impressive 
career record. She served as Deputy Minister of Supply and Services as well 
as Senior Vice President of Bell Canada and Manulife Financial. After the 
Velvet Revolution, she led the Baťa company´s return to the Czech Republic. 
She serves as Director of the Bata Shoe Museum. H.E. Sara Hradecky´s 
grandparents were among the Czech Baťa pioneers who founded Batawa 
during World War II. As one of Canada´s most distinguished diplomats, she 
served as Ambassador to Mexico, High Commissioner to Kenya, Head of 
Embassy to United Arab Emirates and Consul General in Vietnam. Former 
Mayor of Zlín Dominik Čipera played a key leadership role in Baťa 
Company both before World War II in Czechoslovakia as well as during the 
Cold War in Canada. As Doctor of Medicine, his granddaughter Michelle 
Cipera served for twenty in remote indigenous villages of Northern Quebec 
(Cree Health Board and Inuulitsivik). For the past years, she has been an 
important part of the impressive team of the Czech School in Ottawa.

MORE BAŤA CONNECTIONS

Wedding under Supervision
Loves of a Blond Love Harvests in Summer
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Discovery of The Lost Czech World
During both world wars our friends and compatriots in North America wrote a truly remarkable story of friendship. For forty years, the Czechoslovak 
communist regime tried to erase the saga filled with transatlantic solidarity, bravery, and sacrifice from our memory. It also cut off all contacts with our 
diasporas on the other side of the Atlantic. I have had the great honor and privilege to represent the Czech Republic in Canada for over 3 years and before 
that in the US Midwest for 8 years. I got a unique opportunity to discover a largely unknown and most 
impressive “Lost Czech World” that has been developing in freedom and democracy and building upon the 
best traditions of the First Czechoslovak Republic. Till today, I have never stopped being amazed by how 
much the Czech heritage has remained in the hearts of our North-American compatriots. We can always rely 
on them, as well as on many other friends here, in enhancing Czech-Canadian as well as Czech-US relations, 
in making sure that our special bond does not remain just a historic curiosity. It became very important for 
me to visit – often as the first Czech official representative in decades - our historic communities, thank the 
families for standing by our nation for generations and help them re-connect with my country. During my 
travels, I was able to discover so much that should be shared further. That is why I decided to offer you this 
booklet and asked several of my friends in the music industry to help me prepare this record as a special 
gift to our friends in Canada.

Acknowledgements & an Apology
I would like to thank all of the singers and musicians very much for joining me in paying special tribute to 
the Czech-Canadian friendship. I tremendously appreciate the most kind support of Jiří Traxler’s family, 
his daughters Linda Gasser and Jane Traxler. It has been a great pleasure to get to know them and work 
with them on the project. I am most grateful to GZ Media, President Zdeněk Pelc and CEO Michal Štěrba 
for making this project possible. I am very proud of the world’s largest producer of vinyl records and its 
production facility in Toronto. It is yet another impressive example of ever-closer Czech-Canadian ties. I 
wish to express major thanks to the talented graphic designer Karel Scherzer for embarking with me on 
this latest  adventure and helping me reach the port (printing house) alive, as he did many times in the past. My special thanks go to my wife Kateřina for 
making possible not only this project, but all my days, and the days of our son Jakub. I would also like to apologize to many distinguished Czech Canadians, 
institutions and communities, which are not featured on these pages. Even though they would certainly deserve it, it was not possible due to the limited size 
of the project. I tried my best to bring you a taste of Czech Canada and I would like to hope that I have not failed in that regard.  

Czech Longing for Freedom
I would like to add few words about freedom as it seems to run as a red thread through the stories that I shared with you. The Velvet Revolution, peaceful 
fall of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia, has been clearly the most important event in our national history in my lifetime. I quite often look back 
and think about how fortunate I have been to live my adult life in freedom. I was able to study what I believed in at great international schools. I spent more 
than a decade of my professional life in North America. To do either and probably even just to see North America under the communist regime, I would 
have had to emigrate. That would mean to risk imprisonment or even my life when crossing the border – the Iron Curtain. I would also leave my parents and 
friends behind, knowing that I would probably never see them again. In November 1989, the atmosphere on the Wenceslas Square felt magical and it seems 
that something magical really did happen then. 

The Banknotes Fairy Tale
My father-in-law Oldřich Kulhánek was one of the most talented Czech visual artists of his generation. 
For speaking freely through his art, he was persecuted by the communist regime and imprisoned. He 
continued to stand up for his beliefs as a member of the dissident movement and was not allowed to 
publicly present his art. His prints and drawings could only be admired abroad if successfully smuggled 
by his friends across the Iron Curtain. At one time, he was able to enter a competition for a design of 
new Czechoslovak banknotes, only because it was done on an anonymous basis. The competition was 
quickly cancelled when the regime found out that the winning design was submitted by my father-in-law. 
Only the Velvet Revolution allowed Oldřich to share his talent with wide audiences at home and abroad. 
His art was exhibited in the most prestigious art galleries and included in the most famous collections 
around the world. After all, he even got to design the whole set of new Czech banknotes that are still in 
circulation today. To design new banknotes for his country after it regained freedom and join the very 
special group of artists who had the same commission before him, was a rare and special honor. Rather 
than in real life, endings like this usually occur in fairy tales.

On a Personal Note

Oldřich Kulhánek



The Stories of My Grandfathers
For a Czech, 33 years of freedom do seem like a fairy tale. My paternal grandfather Jiří 
Lizec fought for our independence in the Czechoslovak Legion in Siberia during World 
War I. Because he fought allegedly on the “wrong” side (both against the German 
imperial army and Russian Bolsheviks), he was persecuted by the Nazis and later again 
by the communists. He was only able to correspond with his father who was in the 
United States on the other side of the Iron Curtain. He never got to see his father and 
live in freedom again. My maternal grandfather Josef Bubeník was, as a member of the 
resistance, imprisoned by the Nazis, including in the Terezín concentration camp. He 
was fortunate to experience at least 10 years of freedom at the end of his life. It could 
have been more if he had not been infected with typhus during his imprisonment 
during World War II. The end of war came just in time for him to survive the illness, 
which, however, had a lasting impact on his health. 
  

Terrible Historic Parallels
We have known for a while that Francis Fukuyama’s hope for the “End of History” – the ultimate victory of democracy 
– has not been fulfilled. On February 24, 2022, we have discovered that in fact even the darkest history still repeats 
itself. In so many aspects, the barbaric Russian attack on Ukraine reminds of terrible chapters of the Czech history. 
Vladimir Putin, just as Adolf Hitler, does not believe in last territorial demands. Just as Czechoslovak border regions 
were not enough for Hitler, Crimea was not enough for Putin. Ultimately, they both grasped for the whole territory. 
Just as Ukraine, our country was also invaded by Russian soldiers. 36,000 Czechoslovak citizens, who left for Canada in 
1968, have been experiencing a very sad déjà vu. I also seem to recognize the TV scenes of Ukrainian civilians standing 
in front of tanks and sending them home. Russian soldiers do not seem to understand why they are not welcome. It does 
not make sense since they were told that they were coming to rescue the local people. Eventually, they are ordered to 
shoot to end the rally. I know these scenes all too well in black and white from 1968.

Ukraine Must Win this War
Let us hope that we will soon see another fairytale happy ending occur in Ukraine, in which, using the words of 
President Václav Havel, truth and love will prevail over lies and hatred. If united and resolute, the world that believes 
in humanism, including the Czech Republic and Canada, should be strong enough, to help the brave Ukrainian nation 
mark another great victory for freedom & democracy.

@BorekLizec                  Borek Lizec

Honorary Consulates
Calgary - Honorary Consul General Jaroslav Jelínek
Charlottetown - Honorary Consul John Steinsky
Montreal - Honorary Consul Hynek Žikovský
Victoria – Honorary Consul Lenka Storzer
Winnipeg - Honorary Consul Vladimír Hlas
Regina - Honorary Consul Rudolf Sternadel

Czech and Slovak Association of Canada
www.cssk.ca
Head Office: Ottawa
Branches: Calgary, Edmonton,
Kitchener-Waterloo-Guelph, Montreal,
Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Yukon

Sokol
Toronto, Ottawa
www.sokolcanada.ca

Arts & Sciences
Art Without Borders Society (Vancouver)
www.arwibo.com
Czechoslovak Society of Arts and 
Sciences (Edmonton)
www.svu-edmonton.org

Theatre
Divadlo Za rohem (Vancouver)
www.theatrearoundthecorner.ca
Nové divadlo v Torontě
www.divadlo.satellite-416.com

TV
Nová Vize (Toronto)
www.novavize.com

Concert Series
Nokturna ve městě (Toronto)
www.nocturnesinthecity.com

Schools
Calgary, Edmonton, Kitchener - Waterloo, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto - Oakville, Winnipeg
www.czechschoolsamerica.org

Newspapers & Magazines
Nový domov 2.0 (Toronto) www.masaryktown.ca/newslettersignup
Nový domov archive (Toronto) - www.novydomov.ca
Satellite1-416 (Toronto) - www.satellite1-416.com
Montrealský Věstník - www.montrealvestnik.com
Dobrý den (Kitchener-Waterloo-Guelph),
Pramen a Říčka (Winnipeg),
Calgarské listy, Zpravodaj (Vancouver) - www.cssk.ca

Community Centers 
Masaryk Memorial Institute (Toronto)
www.mararyktown.ca
Canadian Czechoslovak Benevolent Association 
(Winnipeg)
www.czechoslovakbenevolentassoc.ca
Associace Hostýn, (St-Calixte, QC)
www.hostyn.org

Business
Czech Business Association of Canada (Calgary)
www.cbaconline.ca
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in the Czech Republic
www.gocanada.cz

Czech-Canadian Organizations Today

Josef Bubeník

Jiří Lizec in the Czechoslovak Legion in Russia during World War I



Ukrainians M. Darkata, I. Bodnár, J. Simon, A. Ivanis and V. Statinec 
in the Czechoslovak army during World War II

The First Czechoslovak Republic consisted of four provinces. The so-called Sub-Carpathian Rus, which 
is today part of Ukraine, was one of those. Canadian Ukrainians from this region fought for freedom 
& democracy wearing the Czechoslovak uniform alongside Czechs and Slovaks. Unfortunately, their 
home region never got to experience either after World War II. The Soviet Union annexed it right 
after the Red Army took control of it. 

Warm relations exist between the region and the Czech Republic today. From 1918 to 1939, thousands 
of kilometers of railways, roads, airports, and hundreds of schools and residential buildings were built 
there. Many of the structures still exist and pay a nice tribute to the times when Czechs and the local 
Ukrainians lived in one state. In the center of the regional capital Uzhhorod, a whole neighborhood 
built during the existence of the First Czechoslovak Republic continues to remind of Prague and 
still even features inscriptions in Czech. A bust of the First Czechoslovak President Tomáš Garrigue 
Masaryk can be found there as well. Moreover, 200,000 Ukrainians have lived and worked in the 
Czech Republic (before the Russian invasion), many of them from the region of Carpathian Ruthenia.

SIDE BY SIDE WITH UKRAINIANS
FROM CARPATHIAN RUTHENIA

In many ways, the story told in this booklet is also a Slovak story. Many Slovaks fought side by side with the Czechs for the 
creation of Czechoslovakia both in the First World War as well as the Second World War. Czechoslovakia was our shared home 
for 75 years. Though living in two separate states today, Czechs and Slovaks continue to share a unique bond and special 
friendship. On a joint session of Czech and Slovak governments, 2018, the year of the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
Czechoslovakia, was declared the Year of Czech-Slovak and Slovak-Czech Mutuality. On the occasion of the centennial, the 
Czech and Slovak Prime Ministers emphasized the exceptionally close mutual relations between both states, which evolve 
from the rich tradition of living in a common state, sacrifices made to create and renew the brotherly togetherness of Czech 
and Slovak nations, as well as our extraordinarily successful cooperation after the so-called Velvet Divorce. This year, the war 
in Ukraine brought another testimony to the closeness between the Czech Republic and Slovakia. To help protect Slovakia 
against the Russian threat, the Czech Republic will contribute with a sizable contingent into the NATO Enhanced Forward 
Presence mission in Slovakia and assume command of the multinational force as the so-called lead nation. 

Our communities in North America have remained just as close as the nations in Europe. 
Several historic clubs in North-America, e.g. in Winnipeg, were founded as Czecho-Slavic 
institutions and included significant Slovak membership even before the creation of 
Czechoslovakia. Many joint 
“Czechoslovak” organizations 
continue to strive.

A famous Slovak Canadian, 
Hon. Michelle Rempel Garner, 
is a founding member of the 
Canada - Czech Republic 
Parliamentary Friendship 
Group. She is always ready 
to support Czech-Canadian 
cooperation in any way. Her 
grandparents fought for 
liberation of Czechoslovakia 
during World War II as members 
of the Czechoslovak National 
Alliance in Canada. She still has 
their membership cards!

TOGETHER WITH OUR 
SLOVAK BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Milan Rastislav Štefánik, a key aide to President Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk in creating Czechoslovakia, 
at the meeting of the Bohemian National Alliance and the Slovak League in Washington in 1917. Both 
organizations joined forces to create an independent Czech and Slovak state.

Slovak pilots Nagy, Gajdoš, Žipaj, Chabák and Konrady in the Czechoslovak 
army in training in Canada

Kateřina Lizcová Kulhánková, Liane Brassard, Hon. John Brassard, 
H.E. Bořek Lizec, Hon. Michelle Rempel Garner and Greg Sklenar at 
the 2021 Czech National Day dinner



The Czech company GZ MEDIA GROUP is the largest vinyl record manufacturer in the world! It has 8 production plants worldwide, including Company 
Headquarters in Loděnice, Czech Republic (approx. half an hour south-west of Prague), Precision Record Pressing in Burlington, Ontario, Memphis Record 
Pressing and Nashville Record Pressing in the United States, and GZ SNA Tourouvre in France. GZ Media has more than 2,700 employees. It produces about 
165,000 records per day, which amounts to almost 50 million records a year. Annual sales reach USD 160 million. The company was founded in 1951. GZ in its 
name stands for Gramofonové Závody, which translates to Gramophone Record Factory. 

President Zdeněk Pelc would not give up

President of the Company Zdeněk Pelc is the longest reigning CEO in the history of the Czech 
Republic. In 2016, he received the title EY Entrepreneur of the Year in the Czech Republic. He 
explains how the company transformed from a relic that 
used to produce records for the Soviet Bloc and was on the 
verge of closure at the seeming end of vinyl era into the 
global leader in the industry valued at USD 100 million 
that it is today. 

“Around 1994, the market really collapsed, falling from 
about the fourteen million records we produced each year 
at the turn of the 1980s and 1990s to 350,000. I said at the 
time that if we were to close our factory, we would be the 
last in Europe to do so. From 1997, interest in our records 
began to rise slowly again. We didn’t even know at the time if it was caused by a greater demand or 
if yet another competitor closed down its factory. At that time, non-conformist bands playing punk 
and hard rock kept us afloat. Then DJs joined in. In 2004, I had a new press developed to prevent 
us from reaching our production capacity. But the prototype didn’t turn out particularly well, we 

scrapped it in four years. But in 2010, 2011 we really hit the capacity limit, so we reached into the drawer for the old plans again. Because we knew what we 
had done wrong with the new press years ago, the second time we did better. By 2018, we were the only company in the world that could produce new record 
presses. The others had to run around the scrap yards or sweep out old warehouses. We had a huge competitive advantage, we could respond immediately to 
current demand. Thanks to this, in a few years, we have become the largest producer of vinyl 
records in the world, which we continue to be by a large margin to this day.”

Zdeněk Pelc, President of GZ Media

Grammy Award for GZ Media in 2022
 
Three GZ Media productions (along with two more) were nominated for the Grammy Award 
in category Best Boxed or Special Limited Edition Package in 2022. Ultimately, it was GZ 
Media’s homage to George Harrison “All Things Must Pass: 50th Anniversary Edition” which 
received the award. Congratulations! 

Beyond Vinyl Records

GZ Media’s capacities to 
produce high-quality offset 
book manufacturing and luxury 
full-color publications equipped 
with modern technologies are 
part of the company’s success 
that extends well beyond vinyl 
records. Apart from producing 
also CDs and DVDs, the company 
provides one of the most 
complete print and packaging 
services in Europe.
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Brightest Czech Rock Star
Singer, Songwriter & Guitarist
Frontman of Olympic, #1 Czech Rock Band founded in 1962
59 years at the top of Czechoslovak / Czech music rankings
6 Zlatý / Český Slavík Awards (for the most popular Czechoslovak / Czech Band)
More than 20 original albums
More than 7,000 concerts
Greatest Hits: Dej mi víc své lásky, Želva, Snad jsem to zavinil já, Dynamit, Okno mé lásky, Jasná zpráva, Jako zamlada & many more
Professor at the Jaroslav Ježek Conservatory & Guest Professor at the Berklee College of Music

Over the years I performed in half-empty as well as crowded concert venues, cultural centers, arenas and even Sokol gym halls. 
I performed having a fever, broken hand, going through tragic as well as happy moments in life. However, I never did a sloppy 
job on a stage. I always gave everything I had.

Music has been my life, the only thing that I really enjoy.

www.bestia.cz/olympic                    @Skupina.Olympic

Rocking like a Dynamite
PETR JANDA

Brightest Czech-American Rock Star
Grammy Award-Winning Singer, Songwriter & Multi-Instrumentalist
Frontman of The Ides of March, founded in 1964 by Czech-American schoolmates from Berwyn, U.S.A.
Frontman of Pride of Lions & Former Member of Survivor
Greatest Hits: Eye of the Tiger (Grammy-winning, double-platinum #1 pop hit & Rocky III theme song),
Burning Heart (platinum #2 pop hit & Rocky IV theme song), Vehicle (#2 hit & the fastest selling single in Warner Bros. Records history), 
The Moment of Truth (The Karate Kid theme song), The Search Is Over (#4 hit), Hold On Loosely & many more
Songwriter for 38 Special, Beach Boys, Blackhawk, Brian Wilson, Cheap Trick, REO Speedwagon, Sammy Hagar,
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Cathy Richardson, Van Zant & many more
Annual concerts with an all-star cast as World Stage
Producer and mentor to young, developing talent

I am a 100% Czech. My dad, James Josef Peteřík, grew up Manitowoc, Wisconsin. There was a large Czech enclave there. His 
father was from near Český Krumlov in the Czech Republic. My dad, like his father before him, was a natural born musician. 
In the late ‘40s, he formed a group dubbed the Hi-Hatters. Their repertoire consisted of popular standards of the day as well 
as the required Czech Polkas. When I finally got good enough on sax (around sixth grade), I would tag along with my dad 
to his various gigs. All my life I had the Czech melodies in my head and in my heart, mainly the polkas that were such a 
joyous type of music. Of course, the Czech classical music composers were great too. I would like to think that some of my 

best melodies in my rock songs maybe had some lineage with the Czech composers. All fouding members of my first band, The Ides of March, had Czech ancestry. 
Till today, whenever we take the stage, we do not say, we are The Ides of March from Chicago, we say, we are the Ides of March from Berwyn. That was an almost 
100% Czech community when we were growing up and that is our roots, that is our heritage. We feel that Czech heritage every time we play. It maybe why I work 
so hard, why I will not give up. There is something in me. My dad had it. He had the eye of the tiger without knowing it. He wanted to earn money for his family. 
He worked every day of his life.  

I think that we Czech people have this in common, a stick-to-itiveness to what we want to achieve and we don’t let anything stand in our way. 
People often ask me, “Jim, what’s your best song?” I tell them, “I have not written it yet.” And I am dead serious. It is always day one for me – the first day of the rest of my life.

jimpeterik.com               @officialjimpeterik                   @ JimPeterik

Man with the Eye of the Tiger
JIM PETERIK

Jiří Traxler
Jiří Traxler
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World-renowned Czech bass-baritone 
Former member of the Wiener Staatsoper Ensemble for more than a decade
Regular appearances at the Metropolitan Opera in New York (Don Giovanni, L’elisir d’amore, Le nozze di Figaro, Così fan 
tutte) and Salzburger Festspiele (Benvenuto Cellini, Rusalka, Don Giovanni, Le nozze di Figaro, Die Zauberflöte)
Appearances at the Teatro alla Scala Milan (Così fan tutte), Royal Opera House, London (Don Giovanni, L’elisir d’amore), 
Deutsche Oper and Deutsche Staatsoper, Berlin (Don Giovanni, Le nozze di Figaro), Lyric Opera Chicago (Le nozze di 
Figaro, Die Zauberflöte), Opéra national de Paris (La Cenerentola), etc. 
Recordings for Arte, Arthaus Musik, Capriccio, Clasart Classics, Czech TV, Czech Radio, Deutsche Grammophon, Mezzo, 
Naxos, Nibiru, Orfeo, ORF, Radioservis, Servus TV, Supraphon and Unitel Classica

The opera soloist needs in his toolbox not only voice and singing technique, but also acting skills. He must be aware at all 
times what the lyrics he is presenting mean. He has to be able to portray a character without being hindered by technical 
singing problems. I wouldn’t even try to decide which of the two components is more important. They both go hand in hand. 
Only with beautiful music or only with an emphasis on word declamation, opera as a genre would not make sense.

There is only one music. I like to discover new things, even though opera will always come first for me. I hesitated for a long 
time before I dared to release my first CD with melodies from Musicals in 2018. I was worried that the experts and the 
audience might stop taking me seriously in my main field. Through the musicals, I got to other genres as well. Today, I am 
ready to gladly consider any offer, but I always try to do my job so that it meets my artistic aspirations. 

My work is my hobby. This only happens to a few lucky people. When I get together with friends from the industry in a pub, 
I am often not sure whether we are having fun or working. 

www.adamplachetka.com                    @AdamPlachetkaOfficial                     @AdamPlachetka

On the Opera World Stage
ADAM PLACHETKA

Czech Singer of Swing and Jazz Music
Author & Frontman of Sinatrology, An International Tribute to Frank Sinatra
Co-Host of the “Klub Evergreen” Radio Show
Albums: Smigmator GERSHWIN Winehouse (Featuring Mitch Winehouse, Scott Hamilton, Donna Byrne, Juraj Bartoš 
& Other International Stars), Murphyho zákon, Klub Evergreen – 10th Anniversary, Swing is Back, Time to Swing, and 
Vánoce & Christmas

It is all about the Great American Songbook. American jazz standards have been truly an inherent part of my life. There is 
nothing better than the classical jazz repertoire. The music reservoir of this genre is bottomless and at everyone’s disposal. 
It is up to us what we make of it.

www.smigmator.com            @JanSmigmatorOfficial                      Jan Smigmator

Time to Swing
JAN SMIGMATOR



Singer, Speaker, Dancer, Film & Theater Director, and Multitalented Artist 
Frontman, Artistic Director & Founder of the Melody Makers ochestra
Former Frontman of the Original Prague Syncopated Orchestra
Repertoire: Czech, North-American & European Swing Music of 1930s & 40s
10 albums with his Melody Makers, 5 albums with the Original Prague Syncopated Orchestra
Greatest Hits: Beat Me, Daddy, Eight-To-The-Bar, Děkuji, bylo to krásné, Blue Moon, Mě to tady 
nebaví & many more

We have always tried to play old music in as authentic a rendition as possible, whatever it takes. I.e., 
not only the original instruments, arrangements and period style, but also the underlying approach to 
music, and also behavior and the way of dressing, overall appearance. Each detail is most important. 
We can return to jazz and swing of the period between the wars by playing old recordings on the 
turntable. However, there is nothing like experiencing music live! 

There are times when the band plays beautifully, rhythmically, powerfully, in tune and I feel that 
the audience joins us for the ride, that people are having fun and smile. At such moments, I can get 
overwhelmed by joy.

Ondřej Havelka - Artistic Director (vocals), Juraj Bartoš - Bandleader (trumpet), Michal Krása (trumpet), 
Jiří Patócs (trumpet), Michal Plecitý (trombone), Petr Tichý (guitar), Jiří Pípa Novák (jazz-band), 
Miroslav Lacko (piano), Petr Vlášek (double bass), Pavel Jordánek (altsaxophon, clarinet), Martin 
Tříska  (altsaxophon, clarinet), Jan Tříska (tenorsaxophon, clarinet), Bedřich Šmarda (tenorsaxophon, 
barytonsaxophon, bassaxophon, clarinet), Martin Zbrožek (violin), and Jiří Sládek (violin)

www.melodymakers.cz                @OndrejHavelkaAndHisMelodyMakers

Old-Fashioned Gentleman
ONDŘEJ HAVELKA

Swinging High
MELODY MAKERS

Singer, Actress, Dancer, Songwriter & Accordionist
3 albums with Ondřej Havelka & his Melody Makers 
Solo concerts featuring her original songs, enriched by French chansons and Latin American songs
Greatest Hits: Dívka k rytmu zrozená (Girl Born for Rhythm), Kríze sem, kríze tam, I’m Through With Love, Korzetiér

When I write lyrics for a song, everything starts from a feeling. It may spring from experience, it may be a moment as well as 
a long-term relationship. The important thing is that it evokes emotions in me, by which I just let myself to be carried away. 
Painful experiences and disappointments are the most inspiring, but I wrote also a few songs in major. And as for the music side of 
the songs, it’s just coming from somewhere and it’s definitely nothing rational. The melody writes itself somehow. And it’s honest. 
After a song is created, there comes the beautiful feeling that I can play the song myself and mainly sing and no one can tell me, 
someone has sung this better. I can do whatever I want with it and just enjoy the delightful feeling that this is me.

Girl Born for Rhythm
ROZÁLIE HAVELKOVÁ
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Co-founder of the modern Czech Country & Folk Music scene
Original lead vocalist of The Rangers / Plavci, one of the most successful bands in Czech country and pop music history founded in 1964
3 solo albums, 15 original albums with the Rangers / Plavci 
More than 2.5 million sold albums and 7,000 concerts
Greatest Hits: Blue Moon of Kentucky (Modrý měsíc), Sloop John B. (Zvedněte kotvy), Love Is Kind, Love Is Wine (Láska je věc kouzená), 
Cotton Fields (Pole s bavlnou), Inženýrská, Teče voda, & many more
Other members of Plavci: Mário Bihári (vocals, accordion), David Fiedler (vocals, guitar)

We have performed in more than fifty countries around the world. We will never forget countless beautiful moments that we 
experienced during our travels. They will always stay in our hearts. Many of our songs became so well known that they are sung by 
campfires, on all possible occasions. Moreover, they have been passed from one generation to another. It is fantastic to see this still 
happening at our concerts today. 

www.plavci.com

Czech Singer, Songwriter & TV Host
Frontgirl of the German band DIE HAPPY
Almost 30 years on the European Rock scene
Solo album Barvy (Colors)
8 albums with DIE HAPPY
Cooperation with many German stars, including BAP, Revolverheld and Oomph!
Duet with Apocalyptica “How far”
Music TV Show Host in Germany on ZDF
Judge of Czech & Slovak Prime Time TV Shows – Superstar, The Voice of Czecho Slovakia & Czecho Slovakia’s Got Talent

Music adds a very important “flavor” to our lives. Even our oldest memories have a special soundtrack. Music is connecting all 
kinds of people, making them happy most of the time. I am honored that God gave me my voice that I can use to make other people 
and my daughter happy.

www.martajandova.de                @MartaJandovaOfficial

On the Country Road
JAN VANČURA & PLAVCI

Czech Rock Lioness
MARTA JANDOVÁ Jiří Traxler

Jiří Traxler
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Petr Hanzlík, Petr Jindra, Pavel Švestka & Jiří Hruška
Czech Vocal Quartet founded in 1991
Czech & US Swing Music of 1930s & 40s in multi-part vocal harmonies & contemporary arrangements
Inspired by American vocal groups such as The Mills Brothers, The Ink Spots,
Golden Gate Quartet & others
4 Solo Albums
4 Albums with Ondřej Havelka & his Melody Makers
Guest Performers on albums of Jana Kirschner, Milan Lasica, Svatobor Macák & many more
Greatest Hits: Jen pro ten dnešní den, Slunečnice, Teď raději mlč, Mr. Sandman, Chattanooga Choo Choo, 
So Rare & many more

In 2020, The Swings celebrated their thirtieth anniversary. The vocal quartet is a special musical state of 
affairs. It’s neither a choir, not solo singing, and it has to be maintained to keep things going. It’s like having 
a beautiful vintage car, you sometimes have to drive it to get all the fluids inside flowing.

Petr Hanzlík

www.theswings.cz     @TheSwings.cz

Modern Sound of the Classics
THE SWINGS

Anna Vávrová, Petra Kohoutová & Olga Bímová
Czech Vocal Trio founded in 1985
Swing Music of 1920s, 30s & 40s
5 solo albums, including Bláznivý den (Crazy Day) featuring exclusively songs (co-)written by Jiří Traxler
5 albums with Ondřej Havelka & his Melody Makers
Greatest Hits: Slunečnice, Bláznivý den, Život je jen náhoda, Red Hot Mama
The recording Bláznivý den features also a former member of Sestry Havelkovy, Ms. Dana Šimíčková

We invite you to the world of jazz and dance music of the 1920s, 30s and early 40s, which we present as authentically 
as possible, in beautiful arrangements, with the right dose of nostalgia and elegance of the era and a bit of humorous 
exaggeration. 

Things are happening in the world, life goes on around us and brings a lot of changes, but we, the Sisters and marmots, 
remain the same. I think that we will continue just like that and that there are still many nice concerts and encounters 
ahead of us.

www.sestryhavelkovy.cz

Travelling Back in Time
SESTRY HAVELKOVY

Photo by © Mirek Lepeška

Jiří Traxler
Jiří Traxler
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Bledý měsíc, když nocí zaplane, 
má kouzel víc pro zamilované.    
Zvláštně se usmívá,
když líbám ústa tvá, 
jsme tu jen měsíc, ty a já.

Měsíc to zavinil, ozářil oblohu. 
Měsíc to zavinil, já za nic nemohu.
A jak se nám tak smál ten měsíc, starý lhář,
já byl jsem okouzlen a zlíbal jsem tvou tvář. 
 
Měsíc to zavinil, slíbil nám sladký sen. 
Měsíc to zavinil a já jsem nevinen. 
A že jsem s tebou prožil tolik sladkých chvil, 
to všechno jenom měsíc zavinil.

Já sotva mohu vyslovit, co všechno měsíc zavinil.

Jiří Traxler – Jiří Traxler,
Vilém Dubský, Bořek Lizec, Jim Peterik 

Let’s Blame It on the Moon
When the moon joins the stars in skies above, 
he has more charm for those who are in love. 
He strangely smiles at us, 
and pours his magic dust,
to blame us would clearly be unjust! 

Let’s blame it on the moon, my dear, I’m innocent.
Let’s blame it on the moon, this love is heaven sent.  
He was the reason smiling up there in the sky
that you got in the mood and, frankly, so did I. 

Forget, I never will, the magic of that night,
and in the heart of hearts I feel that we just might
together, like two lovebirds, sing one happy tune, 
but then if not, let’s blame it on the moon!

…together, like two lovebirds, sing one happy tune, 
but if not, let’s blame it on the moon. 
Romance is a game. If we fall in love, the moon’s to blame!

Na dnešní den jsem čekal čas tak dlouhý.   
Předtím jsem nikdy štěstí nepoznal. 
Teď mohu se smát a zpívat. Už nemusím jen snít.
Tebe mám, jsem bohat jako král. 

Dnes byl můj šťastný den a celý svět se na mě usmívá. 
Spatřil dnes tebe, a tak potkal jsem svůj sen.
Dřív byl jsem opuštěn,
však na to jenom vzpomínka mi zbývá.
Snad jsi spadla z nebe, a tak potkal jsem svůj sen.

A slunce září víc. Je sladší i vůně květů. 
Mám vše. Teď nechci nic, jen polibek z tvých retů. 
Vždyť dnes byl můj šťastný den,
mé srdce o tom dobře ví a zpívá. 
Spatřil jsem dnes tebe, a tak potkal jsem svůj sen.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

I Met My Dream
I’ve been waiting so long for today.
I’ve never known happiness before.
Now I can laugh and sing.
I don’t have to just dream anymore.
Having you makes me rich like a king. 

Today has been my lucky day
and the whole world smiles at me.
When I caught sight of you today, I met my dream.
I used to be lonely, but that is only a memory now. 
You might have fallen from the sky, and so I met my dream.

And the sun shines brighter. Flowers smell sweeter as well.
I have everything now.
I don’t want anything but a kiss from your lips.
After all, today has been my lucky day, 
my heart knows that very well and sings about it.
When I caught sight of you today, I met my dream.

Jiří Traxler – Vilém Dubský
Měsíc to zavinil

Jiří Traxler
Potkal jsem svůj sen

Jedu nocí se svým koněm sám, 
zapomněl jsem odkud, nevím ani kam. 
Nikdo neloučil se se mnou, 
na nikoho nečekám, 
jedu nocí se svým koněm sám. 

Nikdy nepochopíš děvče krásné, 
proč ti musím sbohem dát.
Snad ti za mne poví hvězdy jasné, 
že mám tě stále rád. 

Cesta má dál vede bůhvíkam, 
krok za krokem stoupám k modrým dálavám. 
Kolem vítr zpívá tichou píseň, 
kterou dobře znám, 
jedu nocí se svým koněm sám.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

I Travel Through the Night
I travel alone with my horse through the night,
I forgot from where, I do not even know where to.
Nobody said goodbye to me,
I do not expect anyone,
I travel alone with my horse through the night. 

You can never understand, my beautiful girl,
why do I have to say goodbye to you.
Hopefully the stars will tell you for me,
that I still love you.

The road leads God knows where,
step by step I ascend to the blue distant horizons.
The wind sings a silent song,
which I know well,
I travel alone with my horse through the night.

Jiří Traxler - Karel Kozel
Jedu nocí

Tiše den zhasíná. Já se ven z okna dívám,
kterak soumrak se zvolna snáší níž a níž.

Tiše den zhasíná, v chvíli té vždycky snívám.
V šeru zřím tvoji tvář, ty sama někde v dáli dlíž.

„Máš mě ráda, jak já tě mám?“
„Vrátíš se zpátky zas?“ po sté se ptám.
Což nejkrásnější sen, jejž jsem kdy snil, 
bude dál pouhým snem, 
který ztrácí se jen jako den, když zhasíná.

Original English lyrics by Cole Porter 
In the Still of the Night
In the still of the night
As I gaze from my window
At the moon in its flight
My thoughts all stray to you.

In the still of the night
All the world is in slumber
All the times without number
Darling when I say to you,

Do you love me, as I love you?
Are you my life to be, my dream come true?
Or will this dream of mine fade out of sight
Like the moon growing dim, on the rim of the hill
In the chill, still, of the night?

Cole Porter – Jiří Traxler
Tiše den zhasíná

Hezký sen o slečně se mi zdál
a já si liboval tak, že bych byl hrozně rád se neprobudil. 

Ale pak člověka zarmoutí, 
když ráno kohouti kokrhají, čímž pak sen se končí. 

Koupil jsem si brokovnici, pobil kohouti. 
Nemohu teď na ulici, sousedy mám mrzouti. 

Čekám jen, až sen se vrátí zpět. 
Musím se dozvědět, jak to vůbec s tou slečnou dopadlo.

Original English lyrics by Cole Porter 
Dream Without End
I had a nice dream about a young lady
and I enjoyed myself so much 
that I would have loved not to wake up.

But then one gets saddened,
when the roosters crow in the morning
and they make the dream come to an end. 

I bought myself a shotgun and killed the roosters. 
I can not go out to the street now, my neighbors are annoyed.

I just wait for the dream to come back.
I need to find out what happened to the young lady.

Jiří Bauer – Jiří Traxler
Sen bez konce

Jiří Traxler
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Kdo mě zná, ten šediví. 
Dnes mám den bláznivý,  
ale já se ani trochu nestydím.  

Ať se nikdo nediví, 
dnes mám den bláznivý, 
vidím věci, které jindy nevidím. 

Pod vodou slunce hledám, 
zlaté rybky v oblacích. 
Na lidské řeči mnoho nedám, 
co je mi po nich. 

Nedbám na smích jízlivý, 
dnes mám den bláznivý, 
a to všechno jenom proto, 
že jsi na mě žárlivý.  

Když jsi na mě ošklivý, 
smutná bývám, 
chvilku zpívám 
a mám den bláznivý.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

Crazy Day
Anyone who meets me turns gray.   
I have a crazy day today,
but I am not ashamed at all.

Do not be surprised.
I have a crazy day today,
I see things that I normally do not see. 

I look for the sun underwater,
goldfish in the clouds.
I do not pay attention to gossip,
why should I care? 

I do not worry about an acerbic laugh, 
I have a crazy day today,
and all that because you are jealous of me.

When you are mean to me,
I am sad, I sing for a while,
and I have a crazy day.

Teď raději mlč a neříkej nic,
líp mlčet než sladce lhát.
Ty nejsi už ten, kdo měl dřív mě rád. 

Teď raději mlč, já chtěla bych víc
než slov žár a srdce chlad.
Ty nejsi už ten, kdo měl dřív mě rád. 

Tak smutná den za dnem stále čekám.
Nevím nač, už neumím snít.
I když chvílí s tebou se lekám,
přece bez nich nemohu být.

Teď raději mlč, znáš slov na tisíc
a všechna jsou prázdná snad.
Ty nejsi už ten, kdo měl dřív mě rád. 

Teď raději mlč a neříkej nic,
líp mlčet než sladce lhát.
Ty nejsi už ten, kdo měl dřív mě rád.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

You Better Not Speak Now
You better keep quiet now and do not say anything.
It is better to stay silent than to tell sweet lies.
You are not the one who once loved me.

You better not speak now, I would like more 
than the warmth of your words and the cold of your heart. 
You are not the one who once loved me.

Full of sadness I keep on waiting from one day to another. 
I do not know for what, I do not know how to dream anymore.
Even though I am scared of moments with you,
I cannot live without them.

You better not speak now. 
You know thousands of words, but all of them are probably empty.  
You are not the one who once loved me. 

You better keep quiet now and do not say anything.
It is better to stay silent than to tell sweet lies. 
You are not the one who once loved me.

Jiří Traxler – Karel Kozel
Bláznivý den

Jiří Traxler
Teď raději mlč

Kam jdou ty bílé mraky nad hlavou?
Kam jdou, kde skončí dlouhou cestu svou?
Snad se na ně díváš a vzpomínáš si též,
snad smutno je ti, dál když nebem letí.

Kam jdou? Já v duchu oblaků se ptám.
Kam jdou? Kam odešla i láska má?
Vítr odpovídá svou tichou písničkou
a bílé mraky jdou.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

White Clouds
Where are the white clouds heading? 
Where are they heading, where will they end their long 
journey?
Maybe you look at them and reminisce as well,
perhaps you are sad when they fly away across the sky.

I silently ask the clouds where are they heading. 
Where are they heading? Where has my love gone?
The wind responds with its quiet song
and the white clouds head away.

Jiří Traxler
Bílé mraky

Z temna hor tam v dáli nad kaňonem modré stíny už jdou. 
Moje píseň z nich se ke mně vrací tichou ozvěnou.
  
Z nebe svítí osamělá hvězda, dnes už končí má pouť.
Hlava moje plná vzpomínek si hledá vlídný kout.

Soumrak zvolna padá, můj bože, jak sladko je snít.
Na pláních ztichlá stáda a všude vládne mír a klid. 

Záře mého ohně dohasíná, brzy půjdu už spát
a ty ve vzpomínkách ke mně přijdeš dobrou noc mi dát.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

Dusk
Blue shadows are already approaching 
from the dark of the mountains in the distance above the canyon.
My song returns to me from them in a quiet echo.
  
A lonely star shines from the sky. My journey ends for today. 
My head full of memories looks for a kind place to rest.

Twilight is slowly falling, dear God, how sweet it is to dream.
Herds are quiet on the plains, and peace and quiet reign everywhere.

The glow of my fire goes out, I will soon fall asleep,
and in my memories you will come to wish me a good night.

Jiří Traxler – Karel Kozel
Soumrak

Jiří Traxler
Jiří TraxlerA CZECH-CANADIAN MUSIC LEGEND BORN 110 YEARS AGO

With Generous Support of

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Canada

Ambassade de la République tchèque au Canada
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Jen ten, kdo miluje, ten dovede žít. 
A vše, co láska slibuje, se nebojí říct. 
Ten nečeká na štěstí a jde za ním sám.
Snad vyhne se rozcestí, snad zabloudí tam. 

Jen ten, kdo miluje, ten ví, co je žal. 
A třeba stokrát chybuje, věří srdci dál.
A jenom málo lituje, když oklamal ho cit.
Vždyť jenom ten, kdo miluje, jen ten dovede žít.

translation of the original Czech lyrics 

Only the One Who Loves
Only the one who loves knows how to live.
And all that love promises, he is not afraid to say.
He does not wait for luck to find him, but goes searching for it himself. 
He may be able to avoid the crossroads, he may get lost out there.

Only the one who loves knows what grief is.
And even if he makes a hundred mistakes, he continues to trust his heart.
And he regrets only a little when he was deceived by his feelings.
After all, only the one who loves knows how to live.

Josef Stelibský - Jiří Traxler
Jen ten kdo miluje



This record is dedicated to the Czech-Canadian songwriter, arranger, and pianist who co-defined 
the Czech swing music era during the First Czechoslovak Republic. Even though Jiří Traxler was 
born 110 years ago, his songs continue to capture hearts of audiences and, as this project proves, 
inspire musicians of all genres. His songs are still remarkably popular in the Czech Republic. They are 
performed particularly by Ondřej Havelka & his Melody Makers, Sestry Havelkovy, and the Swings. 

1970s marked a comeback of swing music in Czechoslovakia. The Original Prague Syncopated 
Orchestra, led by artistic director Pavel Klikar and frontman Ondřej Havelka, turned into a 
phenomenon that after many decades re-introduced the music to listeners of all generations. They 
performed the greatest hits of the 1920s, 30s and 40s, both international as well as Czech, in the 
original style. When Jiří Traxler visited his old country after the Velvet Revolution, he was moved to 
find out that his music was still very much alive. 

A Special Return to Prague

For the first time since the 1920s, I listened to early American dance music in a live performance, so 
faithful to the original that for a while I found myself suddenly back in the day when live challenges were different and more bearable. 

Later, Jiří Traxler even went on tour with Ondřej Havelka’s orchestra. As the leader of The Swings Petr Hanzlík reminisces, he shared his excitement with the band while 
pointing out that this was his first tour in many decades. In fact, the last time when he toured the Czech Republic before that it was with the legendary R. A. Dvorský and his 
Melody Boys known virtually by all Czechs from popular black & white films. When Ondřej Havelka founded his own orchestra in 1995, he paid tribute to R. A. Dvorský’s iconic 
band by naming his ensemble The Melody Makers. 

When I Met Jazz

Once in the fall of 1929, the beauty of jazz approached me by itself. For some mysterious reason, I did not meet anyone 
I knew on the promenade of my hometown of Tábor, and out of habit I went to the shop, where bicycles, sewing 
machines and turntables were sold. They already knew me there, so they let me go through the piles of records on the 
counter. There were only a few American and English records. Still, I managed to find something that I must have 
missed before. It was an Odeon production. The vignette said the West End Blues, and it was recorded by some Louis 
Armstrong and his Hot Five. I wondered if I should buy it. At that time, I was only interested in large orchestras - the 
bigger, the better – the price was the same. Mr. Pavlík, the owner of the store, looked over my shoulder to see what I 
was looking at. When he saw that I was about to return the record into the pile, he offered to sell it to me for half the 

price, noting that otherwise he would probably have a hard time getting rid of it. 

I played the record right after I returned home. I was like in a trance. The opening 
cadence, and how Armstrong fired it, was bravura: now I’ll show you who the 
king is! And when, after the calming magnified sept chord that followed and as if 
opened the door to another, darkened room, he began with the opening of the first 
chorus - that was poetry. Even after I played the record several times, I could not 
get enough. It was then when I finally discovered what I wanted and would do in life. 

No matter how much I was fascinated by the record, I still didn’t miss a few telling glances that my father, who was just reading a 
newspaper, threw at me. I also noticed that he rustled with the newspaper much more than it was necessary. From previous experience, I 
should have gotten the message. When it came to enlightenment in dance music, my father still believed in kerosene lamps. Nevertheless, 
I tried to catch his interest again. Dad, can you hear the trumpet? That’s amazing, those pitches. Dad, that clarinet – it is as if it was 
talking, isn’t it?” My father was silent. Only the cigar in his mouth trembled. And then he blasted, „How can you, stupid boy, keep on 
listening to this for so long?!“

Let us now move quite a bit forward in time and to another continent. When I arrived in Canada, I saw that the style of music that 
provided a very good living for me in my old country - jazz and swing - was coming out of fashion, I looked for another source of income. 
However, I was never done with music. I write songs for myself and a few friends. It is no longer my profession, but it has been bringing 
joy into my life till today.

JIŘÍ TRAXLER 
CO-FOUNDER OF THE CZECH SWING ERA

„There is still so much of pure, unspoiled nature in Canada. Anyone who has 
the ability to appreciate this can find their own paradise here.” Jiří Traxler



Mr. Traxler was an inspiring man, not only when it came to music. His following thought illustrates 
the practice of Realpolitik on the terrible fate that Czechs not only of his generation had to face. It also 
tells us something about how tragic would be the consequences of the full return of the state of nature 
on the world scene that both the Czech Republic and Canada as well as all other countries that believe 
in humanism try to prevent by helping Ukraine win the horrific war launched against it by Russia.

The Bigger the Better 

Small, but ours! We used to say that with unsubstantiated pride about the Czechoslovak 
Republic. It sounded as if the smallness was some kind of merit. Then Hitler came and carved 
off Sudetenland. The country was still small, but ours, however, only till Hitler swallowed it 
as a whole. Later we received the Sudetenland back, however, our brothers in the East cut off 
Ruthenia and our homeland was yet smaller again. Plus, it was not even ours any more. There is 
nothing good about smallness! What is small, may be nice, however, citizens of a small country 
are not entitled to a good night’s sleep. While they rest, great powers can make them someone’s 
ownership for the sake of world balance at an international conference. Oh no, the homeland 
should be big, the bigger the better. It should also have as few neighbors as possible. In this sense, 
Canada seems to be the best choice.

Sorry, baby, you hit the wrong guy –
my line is murder mysteries.
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If it was not for the work of the following institutions, communities and individuals, much of the Czech history in North America would be lost. Many thanks for making this 
publication possible. 

Archives & Special Collections of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln Libraries, incl. Emerita Associate Professor Míla Šašková Pierce; Archives of Czechs and Slovaks Abroad 
(ACASA) of the University of Chicago Library; Batawa Development Corporation archive; Bohemian Benevolent & Literary Association in New York, incl. President Josef Baláž; 
Canadian Museum of History, incl. Acting President and Chief Executive Officer Caroline Dromaguet; Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, including historian Jan Raska; 
Charles Crane family archive; CZ - Česká zbrojovka a.s. archive; Czech community in Gerald - St. Wenceslaus Church, incl. Don Hruska, Annie Hruska, Roy Rushka, Dennis 
Petracek, and Jack Neyedley; Czech community in Glenside - Jan Huss United Church archive, incl. Larry & Čestmír Mikulcik, Wendell & Katen Quincey, and former Mayor Gordon 
Rosa; Czech community in Minitonas – Cornerstone Baptist Church archive, incl. Jerry Vítězslav Marek and Henry Jersak; Czech Community in Prague, Alberta, incl. President of 
Prague Hall Board & Cemetery Greg Ruzicka, Blažena Zemánková, Louise Ruzicka Child, and Patricia Zemanek Rabby; Czech community in Tabor, South Dakota - Czech Heritage 
Preservation Society, Inc., incl. Tabor’s 150th Anniversary Committee Chairman Dennis Povondra and Susan Showers; Czecho-Slovak Benevolent Association in Winnipeg, incl. 
Misha Gogela; Crowsnest Museum & Archives, incl. Executive Director Chris Matthews; Crowsnest Pass community, incl. John Kinnear, Guenter Kočí; Jan Černý, Canmore; Don 
Hruska family archive; Esterhazy Community Museum, incl. Dave Moore; Frank S. Magallon archive; Frank Slide Interpretive Centre, incl. Program Coordinator Myriah Sagrafena; 
Glenbow Archives; Hockey Hall of Fame; Ambassador Sara Hradecky archive; Kolin / Esterhazy Czech community, incl. Irene Kulovany, Vernon Petracek, and Shawna Pfeifer; 
Joseph Gaschnitz family archive; Karel Velan family archive; Larry Mikulcik family archive; Lea Vivot archive; Lidice Memorial - International Children’s Exhibition of Fine Arts 
Lidice; Ludmila Zeman & Linda Zeman Spálený archive; Masaryk Memorial Institute Inc, incl. President Robert Tmej, Co-President Georgina Steinsky, Co-President Herb Dubský, 
Věra Kohoutová, Vice President Iva a František Ječmenovi, and Karen Duschenes; Marriott Czech & Slovak community, incl. Merle Massie, PhD., Ed Guran, Kulhan, Kahovec and 
Jill Stanek families; Milan Kroupa archive; Military History Institute Prague; Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, incl. Museum Director Helena Koenigsmarková and Director of 
Collections & Research Radim Vondráček; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic archive; National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa archive; 
National Museum of the Czech Republic; Oskar Morawetz family archive; Outlook & District Heritage Museum, incl. Board Member Sally Laidlaw; Prague Historical Museum in 
Oklahoma archive, incl. President Marjorie Jezek, Marilyn Berousek, and Elaine Benda; Ray Novak; Royal Tyrrell Museum; Town of Taber in Alberta, incl. Mayor Andrew Prokop 
and Meghan Brennan; Václav Nedomanský archive; Western Development Museum in Saskatoon, incl. Director of Education Corinne Daelick. 

Special thanks to Miloslava Minnes, Senior Public Diplomacy officer at the Embassy of Czech Republic in Ottawa for her tireless support of Czech-Canadian communities and helping 
me connect with them. 
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Měsíc to zavinil 
Ondřej Havelka and his Melody Makers: Ondřej 
Havelka - Artistic Director (vocal), Juraj Bartoš - 
Bandleader (trumpet), Jiří Patócs (trumpet), Michal 
Krása (trumpet), Michal Plecitý (trombon), Pavel 
Jordánek (altsaxophon, clarinet), Martin Tříska 
(altsaxophon, clarinet), Jan Tříska (tenorsaxophon, 
clarinet), Bedřich Šmarda (saxophon, clarinet), 
Miroslav Lacko (piano), Petr Tichý (guitar), Petr 
Vlášek (double bass), David Maxa (jazz-band), Jiří 
Sládek (violin), and Martin Zbrožek (violin)
Music direction: Juraj Bartoš; Recording engineers: 
Petr Pelíšek & Miroslav Lacko; Mastered by 
Jindřich Kravařík; Produced by Lukáš Herink; 
Music arrangement by Petr Tichý; Recorded live in 
concert in Jiří Mahen Theater in Brno on October 
27, 2021
Produced by © & ℗ HOT JAZZ s.r.o. in 2021
 
Potkal jsem svůj sen 
Adam Plachetka
Emil Viklický (piano), Jan Greifoner (bass), and 
Petr Tichý (guitar)
Recording engineer: Michal Pekárek; Recording 
studio: Czech Television Studios Prague
Produced by Jan Smigmator in 2022.
© & ℗ Adam Plachetka

Soumrak
Jan Vančura
Plavci: Jan Vančura – Bandleader (lead vocal, 
guitar), Mário Bihári (accordion, piano), and David 
Fiedler (guitar)
Music direction: Jan Rotter; Mastered by Matouš 
Godík; Recording studio: Studio - R 
Produced by VAVA s.r.o. in 2021 © & ℗ Jan Vančura

Tiše den zhasíná 
Jan Smigmator
Ondřej Pivec (Hammond organ) 
Recording studio: Faust Studio Prague
Produced by © & ℗ Jan Smigmator in 2021

Teď raději mlč
Marta Jandová
Ondřej Pátek (guitar), Dalibor Mucha (bass), Jan 
Zlatuška (keyboard), and Zdeněk Puchmeltr (drums)
Recording engineer: Michal Kakaxa; Recording 
studios: Minus2 (vocal) and 3bees
Produced by © & ℗ Marta Jandová in 2021

Bílé mraky
Rozálie Havelková
Ondřej Havelka and his Melody Makers: Ondřej 
Havelka – Artistic Director (vocal), Juraj Bartoš 
– Bandleader (trumpet), Jiří Patócs (trumpet), 
Michal Krása - solo (trumpet), Michal Plecitý 
(trombon), Pavel Jordánek (altsaxophon, clarinet), 
Martin Tříska (altsaxophon, clarinet), Jan Tříska 
(tenorsaxophon, clarinet), Bedřich Šmarda 
(saxophon, clarinet), Miroslav Lacko (piano), Petr 
Tichý (guitar), Petr Vlášek (double bass), Jiří Pípa 
Novák (jazz-band), Tomáš Hubka (violin), and 
Zuzana Grosmanová (violin)
Music direction: Juraj Bartoš, František Poul; 
Recording engineers: Milan Jílek, Miroslav Lacko, 
Michal Petrásek; Mastered by Miroslav Mareš; 
Produced by Lukáš Herink; Music arrangement 
by Jakub Šafr; Recording studio: Studio A, Czech 
Television 
Produced by © & ℗ HOT JAZZ s.r.o. in 2021

Let’s Blame It on the Moon 
Jim Peterik (lead vocal & guitar)
Mike Aquino (guitar & bass)
Production: Bob Bergland; Recording engineer: 
Larry Millas 
Produced by © & ℗ James Peterik 
Special thanks to Petr Hanzlík who most kindly 
provided the English lyrics written by Jiří Traxler, 
which he received as a gift from the author.  

Traxler 110
Texts by © Bořek Lizec
Graphic Design by © Karel Scherzer
Cooperation: Kateřina Lizcová Kulhánková, 
Miloslava Minnes, Jason Komm, Monika Vlková,
and Marketing Manager of GZ Media Jana Plotová 
Recordings mastered by Matouš Godík
Produced by © Bořek Lizec in 2022
Released by the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ottawa
Special thanks to Linda Gasser & Jane Traxler, 
daughters of Jiří Traxler, for their most kind support 
of the project.

Bláznivý den
Sestry Havelkovy: Olga Bímová, Petra Kohoutová, 
Dana Šimíčková, and Anna Vávrová
Orchestr sester Havelkových: Michal Krása (trumpet), 
Michal Zpěvák (altsaxophon, clarinet), Pavel 
Jordánek (altsaxophon, clarinet), František Rubáš 
(tenorsaxophon, clarinet), Jiří Polydor (piano), Jiří 
Kovář (guitar), and Vladislav Sosna (drums)
Music arrangement by Jaroslav Šimíček; Music 
direction: Jan Hála, Svatoslav Rychlý, Jaroslav 
Šimíček, and Milan Wolf; Recording studio: 
Karlínské studio A 
Produced by © & ℗ Monitor-EMI Records s.r.o. in 
1996
Special thanks to Warner Music Czech Republic – 
Executive Director Vladimír Kočandrle and Marcela 
Kočandrlová – for kindly providing the recording 
for this project. 

Sen bez konce 
Vocal quartet The Swings: Petr Hanzlík,
Petr Jindra, Pavel Švestka, and Jiří Hruška
DayDream Big Band Petra Hanzlíka: Lukáš Koudelka 
(trumpet), Petr Brejcha (trumpet), Bharata Rajnošek 
(trumpet), Marek Krásný (trumpet), Přemysl 
Tomšíček - solo (trombon), Pavel Šír (trombon), Jiří 
Odcházel (trombon), Svatopluk Košvanec (trombon), 
Jiří Kudrman (saxophon), Markéta Smejkalová 
(altsaxophon), Rostislav Fraš - solo (saxophon), 
Jakub Doležal (tenorsaxophon), Robert Mitrega 
(baritonesaxophon), Jiří Růžička (piano), Vít Fiala 
(double bass), and Jan Linhart (drums)
Music arrangement & conducting: Petr Hanzlík; 
Co-Producers: Jan Linhart and Petr Brejcha; 
Recorded, mixed and mastered by Štepán Škoch, 
ALL SENSES PRODUCTION 
Produced by Petr Hanzík © Blue Season Art 
Agency in 2012

Jen ten, kdo miluje
Adam Plachetka & Jan Smigmator 
Emil Viklický (piano), Jan Greifoner (bass), and 
Petr Tichý (guitar)
Recording engineer: Michal Pekárek; Recording 
studio: Czech Television Studios Prague
Produced by Jan Smigmator in 2022
© & ℗ Adam Plachetka & Jan Smigmator

Jedu nocí
Petr Janda (vocal & guitar)
Pavel Březina (keyboard)
Recording studio: Studio Propast
©& ℗ Petr Janda in 2020

Jiří Traxler
Jiří TraxlerA CZECH-CANADIAN MUSIC LEGEND BORN 110 YEARS AGO

With Generous Support of

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Canada

Ambassade de la République tchèque au Canada
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Jiří and Jarmila Traxler on the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary, 
together with their daughters Linda and Jane





Czech National Day 2020
Online Celebration in Canada

Honoring Canadians & Czech-Canadians 
Who Helped Save Czechoslovakia During World War II

Original Documentary Film 
“Together to Victory”

Special Guests
Prime Ministers Andrej Babiš & Justin Trudeau; Speaker of the Chamber Deputies of the Parliament Radek Vondráček; 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Tomáš Petříček; Chairman of Canada-Czechia Parliamentary Friendship Group John Brassard; 

Entrepreneur Thomas G. Baťa; Canadian Ambassador Sara Hradecky; 
World Figure Skating Champion, Former Canadian Minister & Ambassador Otto Jelínek;

Entrepreneur Milan Kroupa; Former Deputy Minister & Businesswoman Georgina Sehnoutka Steinsky;
Director & CEO of the National Gallery of Canada Sasha Suda;

Ambassador of Canada to the Czech Republic Ayesha Rekhi; Entrepreneur Tom Velan; 
Oscar-nominated Filmmaker & Visual Artist Ludmila Zeman;

Czech & Canadian Troops Serving With NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence in Latvia; 
Czech-Canadian Community Organizations; 

Host of the Program, Ambassador Bořek Lizec; & Many More

Jiří Traxler’s Songs Performed by Czech Star Singers
 

Petr Janda, Ondřej Havelka & his Melody Makers, Jan Vančura & Plavci, Marta Jandová, Sestry Havelkovy,
Jan Smigmator, and The Swings

Written, Directed and Produced by Bořek Lizec, Video Production, Special Effects & Editing: Radek Háša,
Narrated by Peter Whittaker, Graphic Design: Karel Scherzer, Sound & Effects: Petr Fink, 

Music Composed by Jiří Traxler & Oscar Morawetz, Cooperation: Kateřina Lizcová Kulhánková

To watch the program, please visit

            Borek Lizec YouTube channel

The first impulse to create the Traxler 110 record came in 2020. During the COVID-19 pandemic, it was impossible to organize in-
person events. To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II, I decided to prepare an online celebration of the 
Czech National Day dedicated to Canadians and Czech Canadians who helped save Czechoslovakia during the terrible conflict. With a 
great help of several friends, I produced a new documentary film “Together to Victory” featuring unique historic videos and photos. 
It was then when I first asked few star singers to record songs written by Jiří Traxler as music videos. If you are interested in seeing 
the live performances, the documentary as well as greetings of many special guests, please visit my YouTube channel “Borek Lizec.”

Together to Victory

To listen to the record online, please visit

www.Traxler110.cz
TRAXLERTRAXLER

FEATURING BOOKLET
How Canada helped create & save modern Czech statehood
Forgotten legends · unique historic photographs · 58 pages

Jim PETERIK • Petr JANDA • Adam PLACHETKA • Ondřej HAVELKA & his MELODY MAKERS
Jan VANČURA & PLAVCI • Marta JANDOVÁ • Jan SMIGMATOR

SESTRY HAVELKOVY • THE SWINGS • Rozálie HAVELKOVÁ • Emil VIKLICKÝ
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World Championship Silver
& Olympic Bronze Medalist

Tomáš Baťa
Entrepreneur & Philanthropist

Baťa Shoe Company Head
Order of Canada

Order of T. G. Masaryk

František Dojáček
Entrepreneur

National Publishers Ltd. Founder
Czech Liberation Leader

(WW I & II)

Walter Koerner
Entrepreneur & Philanthropist

Alaska Pine Co. Co-Founder 
Order of Canada

Lea Vivot
Sculptor 

“Secret Benches”
in Ottawa, Montreal, 
Toronto & New York

Ray Novak
Public Servant & Businessman
Prime Minister’s Chief of Staff
Harper & Assoc. Co-Founder 

Royal Victorian Order

Jiří Traxler
Songwriter, Pianist & Arranger

Czech Swing Music Era 
Co-Founder

Vladimír Pucholt
Actor & Doctor of Medicine 

Czech New Wave Cinema Icon

Dominik Čipera
Corporate Executive & Politician 

Baťa Shoe Company Leader
Mayor of Zlín

Zdena Škvorecká 
Salivarová

Novelist & Publisher
’68 Publishers Founder

Order of the White Lion

Corey Tochor
Politician

MP & Speaker
of SK Legislative Assembly

George Heller
Corporate Executive

President of Hudson’s Bay, 
& Baťa N. America & Europe 

Sovereign‘s Medal

Ludmila Zeman
Illustrator, Author & Filmmaker

Oscar-Nomination
GG’s Award

Gratias Agit Award

Sara Hradecky
Diplomat

Ambassador to Mexico
& United Arab Emirates

High Commissioner
to Kenya

Oskar Morawetz
Classical Music Composer 

& Professor of Music
Order of Canada

Maria Jelínek
Figure Skater

World Champion

Alex Baumann
Swimmer 

Double Olympic Champion & 
World Record Holder

Order of Canada

Karel Velan
Entrepreneur, Inventor

& Philanthropist
Velan, Inc. Founder

Top 100 Famous Canadians

Tom Velan
Entrepreneur

Velan, Inc. Head

Václav Smil
Scientist, Visionary

& Best-Selling Author
Top 100 Global Thinkers

Order of Canada

Robert Sopuck
Politician, Environmentalist

& Author MP
Queen‘s Diamond Jubilee Medal

Milan Kroupa
Entrepreneur & Founder
United Cleaning Services
& Edenvale Aerodrome 

Gratias Agit Award

Vladimír Krb
Painter 

Royal Tyrrell Museum 
of Paleontology

Co-Creator

Leon Koerner
Entrepreneur & Philanthropist

Alaska Pine Co. Co-Founder 
Canadian Business 

Hall of Fame

Václav Nedomanský
Hockey Player

World Champion
Triple Hall of Famer

Medal of Merit (Czechia)

Vasek Pospisil
Tennis Player

Wimbledon Doubles 
Champion

Davis Cup Finalist

Shoes, Valves, Lumber, Crops,
Bay & Airport

Public Service & Diplomacy

Ice, Snow,
Water & Rackets

Books, Sculptures, Paintings & Films 

Scratch a Czech, Find a Musician 

czech-Canadian

Hall of fame
czech-Canadian

Hall of fame
VEni, vidi, vici!VEni, vidi, vici!
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